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Lord, Let Glasgow Flourish by the preaching of Thy Word and the praising of Thy Name

hard things – to challenge, to
speak out, to stand alongside
those who are oppressed, to
forgive those who have hurt
us.”

Such demands of mercy are
already evident in the work of
other Scottish agencies under
St Margaret’s patronage.

Adoption
Sixty years ago, St

Margaret’s love and concern
for the poor and disadvan-
taged prompted the
Archbishop of Glasgow to be-
stow her patronage on St
Margaret’s Adoption Society
– now St Margaret’s Children
and Family Care Society.

And, at last month’s synod
on the family, in Rome, bish-
ops from around the word ap-
plauded the Society’s
steadfast commitment to pro-
viding children with a loving
family home, in line with its
Catholic identity and faith
principles.

what is right, in Christian
love, is the same as the moti-
vation for SCIAF.

“Through SCIAF we wish
to uphold the dignity of the
human person created in the
image and likeness of God
and re-created through the
death and resurrection of
Jesus.”

Financial support for
SCIAF’s work, among the
world’s poorest and most dis-
advantaged, has grown to
record levels in its golden ju-
bilee year.

In recent weeks, parishes
and families have responded
with renewed generosity to
appeals to assist refugees con-
tinuing to flee the horrors of
war and terrorism in Syria and
Iraq.

Such mercy reflects “the
language of the heart”, the
pastoral letter suggests.

“Mercy is sometimes con-
sidered a ‘soft’ response; how-
ever, it can require us to do

HAILED as a model of mercy
and refuge of those in need, St
Margaret of Scotland is being
adopted as patron saint of the
Scottish Catholic International
Aid Fund (SCIAF).

The move, announced by the
Scottish Bishops, comes as the
charity marks its 50th anniversary
and on the eve of the Church’s
Jubilee Year of Mercy.

In a Pastoral Letter,
being issued in antici-
pation of St Margaret’s
16 November Feast,
Bishop Joseph Toal,
Bishop President of
SCIAF, describes St
Margaret as a “tower-
ing figure” in Scottish
culture who showed by
example how to live as
a disciple of Christ.

She came to
Scotland as a refugee
and brought about last-
ing social change, in-
spired by “faith and
sense of mercy and
justice”, the bishop
notes.

“This vision of
faith in the human

person, in doing

� Synod on the Family – pages 4&5 � Pastoral Letter summary – page 16

St Margaret made
Patron of SCIAF

Archbishop Philip Tartaglia
highlighted St Margaret’s
struggle to survive after an ag-
gressive secularist complaint,
prompted by equality legisla-
tion, was upheld by the char-
ity regulator.

“On appeal, St Margaret’s
won a comprehensive victory
which allowed the Society to
continue its adoption service
as a work of religion with a
specifically Catholic vision of
the family,” the Archbishop
informed to applause from fel-
low bishops, including Pope
Francis.

Archbishop Tartaglia said
he chose to highlight the issue
“to offer a real-life example of
the task of asserting freedom
of religion in a modern liberal
democracy, as freedom not
just of worship but also of
conscience and of pastoral ac-
tivity.”

• On St Margaret’s Feast
Day (16 November) Mass
will be offered at 7pm in
St Andrew’s Cathedral,
Glasgow, to mark the 60th
anniversary of
St Margaret’s Children
and Family Care Society.
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Scots model of mercy

Cameras capture cathedral chorus

In joyful harmony, 250 voices filled St Andrew’s Cathedral as ten popular hymns were
recorded for broadcast on BBC Songs of Praise.
Over two nights, sopranos, tenors, altos and basses – including a visitor from Australia

– came together to sing God’s praises, following the lead of conductor John Bell (inset).
Produced by Tern TV, the recordings will be shown as part of the Sunday evening

programme throughout next year. Pictures by Paul McSherry

Creating
harmony
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Sunday 1st:Mass for All
Saints, St Mary’s, Duntocher
(11am); Choral Mass,
University of Glasgow
Memorial Chapel (6.15pm)
Monday 2nd:Mass for All
Souls, St Andrew’s Cathedral
(1pm); Mass for Italian
Community, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (7pm)
Tuesday 3rd:Mass for
Vocations with Caritas
pupils, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (1pm); Education
meeting, curial offices
(6.30pm)
Thursday 5th: Safeguarding
update for clergy, curial
offices (1.30pm)
Friday 6th:Mass for
deceased clergy, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (1pm); Wonder
and Awe Eucharistic
Adoration, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (7pm)
Sunday 8th – Wednesday
11th:Meeting of the Bishops’
Conference of Scotland
Thursday 12th: Safeguarding
update for clergy, curial
offices (1.30pm)
Friday 13th: Catechesis with
Caritas pupils, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (11.45am)
Saturday 14th: Act of
Worship to mark 25th
Anniversary of ACTS (Action
of Churches Together in
Scotland), St Andrew’s
Cathedral (11am)
Sunday 15th:Mass in St
Andrew’s Cathedral
(12 noon)
Monday 16th: St Margaret’s
Chapel Guild, Edinburgh
Castle (11.50am); Mass for
60th anniversary of St
Margaret’s Children and
Family Care Society
(formerly St Margaret’s
Adoption Society), St
Andrew’s Cathedral (7pm)
Friday 20th:Mass for Scots
College (Rome) Society, St
Andrew’s Cathedral, followed
by AGM and dinner (6pm)
Saturday 21st: Vespers
marking installation of new
organ, St Aloysius’,
Garnethill (7pm)
Sunday 22nd:Mass with the
Sacraments of Initiation,
Holy Cross, Croy (11.40am)
Monday 23rd:Mass of
Commissioning for Parish
Catechists, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (7pm)
Tuesday 24th: Pro-Life
Mass, Lourdes Secondary,
Cardonald (6pm)
Sunday 29th: St Andrew’s
Vigil, Glasgow Churches
Together, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (7pm)
Monday 30th:Mass for
Vocations, St Andrew’s
Cathedral (7pm)

diary
Archbishop’s

NOVEMBER 2015

Forty
hours
adoration

Sunday 1st November
Bl John Duns Scotus, Gorbals
Sunday 8th November
St Constantine’s, Govan
St Thomas, Riddrie
Sunday 15th November
St Bernard’s, Nitshill
St Michael’s, Dumbarton
Sunday 22nd November
Christ the King, King’s Park
Sunday 29th November
St Andrew’s Cathedral

church will be the normal
place of worship and centre of
activity for the community
which hails mainly from the
Kerala region of south-west
India.

For the past ten years, St
James’ parish in Crookston
has hosted the community
which retains its distinctive
liturgy dating back to the early
Church and the mission of the
Apostle Thomas.

The new arrangement,
which takes effect on Sunday
22 November, will bolster the
life of St Bernard’s which is
served from St Robert’s,
Househillwood, by Fr Neil

St Bernard’s church in
Nitshill is to become the
new home of the Syro-
Malabar Catholic com-
munity in Glasgow.

Under the pastoral care of
Fr George Thelliankal, the

Cumbernauld Calais collections
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China light at St Gregory’s

Children from young Chinese families
living in Glasgow came together at St
Gregory’s, Wyndford, on Sunday 27
September to be baptised.
The presence of Fr Joseph Liang, a

native of China based in the diocese of

Westminster, allowed the liturgy to be
celebrated in a mix of Mandarin and
Cantonese. St Gregory’s parish priest,
Fr Allan Cameron assisted with his own
dialect.
The parish’s long association with

Glasgow’s rapidly growing Chinese
Catholic community was established
through the presence of Columban
Missionaries who served in China
before they were expelled.
Meanwhile, on Sunday 29 November,

St Gregory’s will welcome home
Bishop John Keenan, who will offer a
Mass for Vocations as part of the
parish’s Golden Jubilee celebrations.
This will be his first formal visit since
his ordination as bishop.

Prompted by the plight of
refuges struggling for
survival across Europe,
parishioners in the
Cumbernauld parishes of
Sacred Heart and St
Lucy’s have rallied to
their aid.

Over the past few weeks,
donations of food, clothing,
tents, sleeping bags and toi-
letries have been packed into
vans and transported to Calais,
Croatia and Serbia.

“They left Glasgow on the
Friday with the goods gifted
by our parishioners and ar-
rived in Calais the next day.”

While the refugees have ex-
pressed delight at receiving
help and witnessing acts of
solidarity, the conditions in
the camps remain grim with
whole families living in one-
man tents and little access to
hygiene facilities.

“The acts of kindness I have
witnessed over the past few
weeks have certainly renewed
my faith in humanity,” said
Tony.

“However, all that pales
into insignificance when you
see the suffering of these poor
souls.”

The latest supply of goods
was uplifted from Sacred
Heart and St Lucy’s on
Saturday 24 October.

Spearheading the effort
have been Tony and Tilda
Murphy and their friends
Helen Dunese and Audrey
Buchanan.

“Like many other people,
we were shocked and horri-
fied by the stories and images
of the poor refugees appearing
in the media over the past few
months,” said Tony.

“So, we decided to take ac-
tion to try and offer our help
and support by any means that
we could.”

Rather than waiting months
to get something off the
ground, they teamed up with
other groups from Glasgow
and elsewhere who were oper-
ating aid convoys.

“Our first shipment was car-
ried in a five-van convoy or-
ganised by the Glasgow
Muslim community,” said
Tony.

McGarrity who will continue
to be parish priest of both
parishes.

Fr Thelliankal is a member
of the Claretian missionary
congregation. He was or-
dained in 1988 and served in
various parts of India before
coming to Glasgow in 2012.

As well as celebrating the
liturgies of the Syro-Malabar
Rite, he will also celebrate
Mass in the Roman Rite at St
Bernard’s.

There are over 100 families
who are part of the Syro-
Malabar community within
the Archdiocese of Glasgow.

New home for Syro-Malabars
Tony Murphy, right, and friends help load aid van

St Bernard’s, Nitshill



Seminarian
Edward
Toner
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A lively video portraying
the call to priesthood ex-
presses the admiration
felt by many people – in-
cluding secondary pupils
and Archbishop Tartaglia
– for those who respond
to the challenge.

Launched on social media,
Do This in Memory of Me sig-
nals a bold attempt to create a
more optimistic culture of
priestly vocation within the
Archdiocese of Glasgow.

And the most compelling
voices are those of young peo-
ple who talk of priests “teach-
ing valuable life lessons”,
encouraging them to be “the
best version of ourselves”, and

Among the priests to feature
are Mgr Dan Hart, Canon
Gerard Tartaglia, Fr Joe
Mackle, Fr Joe Lappin and Fr
Nicholas Monaghan.

They relate how they felt
called to priesthood – some as
young as 11, others in their
20s – and the steps they took
to talk to family, friends and
priests in discerning that call.

That experience is brought
up to date by Edward Toner
who has just begun seminary
at the Scots College, Rome.

“A sense of being called to
priesthood has been there
from a young age,” Edward, a
parishioner of St Paul’s,
Shettleston, said. “It strength-
ened and developed to the
point where I felt almost com-

pelled to actively discern
whether maybe this is the life
God wants me to lead.”

Archbishop Tartaglia sug-
gests that it is “much tougher”
for young men to answer the
call to priesthood in a world
which is not receptive to reli-
gious ideas.

He said: “I am full of admi-
ration for those men who do
go to seminary and become
priests, because they really
have to consider how they see
themselves in society and be
very conscious of the world in
which they will be working.”

Throughout November,
young people will be invited
to consider their vocation,
prompted excerpts from the
video, daily reflections and

guiding them in “opening
channels of communication”
with God.

Diocesan vocations director
Fr Ross Campbell said: “The
video is about being a priest in
the Archdiocese of Glasgow,
as told by priests who are
happy and fulfilled in their
life.

“It also carries the voices of
religious, married couples and
students who relate what
priesthood means to them and
how priests’ ministry impacts
on their lives.”

Pupils from St Ninian’s
High, Kirkintilloch, and stu-
dents at Glasgow University
Catholic Association provide
a particularly uplifting ap-
praisal.

opportunities for communal
prayer.

It will culminate with a
Mass for Vocations on St
Andrew’s Day, Monday 30
November, in St Andrew’s
Cathedral at 7pm.

For anyone who feels they
may be called to priesthood,
there is a well-established pro-
gramme of accompaniment
and discernment which they
can tap into.

A monthly evening of
prayer, catechesis and frater-
nity provides an opportunity
to spend time in a welcoming
atmosphere with others who
think God could be call-
ing them to the priest-
hood.

For more informa-

tion, contact Fr Ross
Campbell on 0141-339 4315
or Ross.Campbell.2@glas-
gow.ac.uk

Facebook: Archdioceseof
Glasgowvocations

Twitter:
@RCAGVocations

Expressing admiration for those who answer priest calls

Archbishop spells out principles for viable parish

Picture by Paul McSherry

AS PART of the ongoing
renewal of pastoral life
in the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, Archbishop
Philip Tartaglia has spelt
out key principles for ef-
fective parish provision.

He is confident the process
will lead to a viable parish
structure which will serve the
local Church well into the fu-
ture.

In a document sent to
parishes, last month, the
Archbishop reiterated that the
“aim of our pastoral planning
is to strengthen the diocese by
ensuring that each parish com-
munity is viable”.

He added: “The goal for the
next three years is to foster
deeper bonds of understand-
ing and collaboration between
nearby parishes in such a way
that the best use is made of re-
sources and personnel.”

In September, Flourish
alerted parishioners to the
Archbishop’s proposals for
clustering parishes. The sug-
gested clusters are now being
discussed by parish pastoral
councils, providing the oppor-
tunity to suggest alternatives.

Once agreed, there will be a

churches may need to close.
• The merging and twinning

of parishes, and the closing
of churches, is a decision
which can ultimately only
be taken by the bishop in
accordance with Church
law.

• But these decisions will be
far better if they are the re-
sult of parishes having a vi-
sion of their own future.
This is the point of this
three-year programme of
clustering parishes.

• A guiding principle must be
this: since the diocese is not
made up of parishes, but
rather the parish is a portion
of the diocese, our vision of
the Church must be larger
than our own local parish
community. People must be
helped and encouraged to
think both in terms of dio-
cese and parish in a forward
looking and positive way.

• All parishes will be more
effective if they plan for the
future, especially when
planning is an on-going
process and not employed
only in a crisis, and if they
work together.

The Archbishop also stressed
that the clusters will not nec-
essarily form the basis of fu-

ture new parishes.
“In some cases circum-

stances and experience may
suggest that a cluster look to-
wards a more formal amalga-
mation of its parishes,” he
acknowledged.

“In other cases, different ap-
proaches may best serve the
local pastoral needs. But these
decisions will be for the fu-
ture.”

programme to assist the de-
velopment of collaboration
and mutual support among the
parishes of each cluster.

Now, Archbishop Tartaglia
has outlined the key principles
which will underlie this
process:
• The aim of our planning for

the future is to strengthen
the diocese by ensuring that
each parish community is
viable.

• The principal touchstone of
the viability of the parish is
its Sunday Eucharist. The
parish therefore ordinarily
requires a parish priest, a
community and a church.

• Other touchstones are: the
identity of the community
in the local area; its numer-
ical consistency; its spiritual
depth and commitment to
prayer; its missionary en-
ergy; its ability to sustain it-
self and its property; its
relationship to Catholic
schools.

• In order to be a viable com-
munity which celebrates the
Sunday Eucharist, some of
our existing parishes may
need to merge or be twinned
with others, and some

The celebration of the
Church’s liturgy is at the
heart of parish life.
And, last month, to mark 50

years of the more common
use of English in the liturgy, a
festival Mass of Thanksgiving
was celebrated in St Mungo’s,
Townhead.
Music featured

prominently, with the St
Mungo Singers and East End
Deanery choirs, and others
from Penilee, Duntocher and
Alloa, lending their voices to

the chorus of praise. As well
as English, the Mass included
Latin and a sprinkling of
Gaelic.
In his homily, Mgr James

MacNeil, administrator of the
diocese of Argyll and the
Isles, stated that “the
language we speak is the
language of the soul”.
He added: “Liturgy is the

expression of what we
believe. It is the way God
speaks to us and makes
himself one with us.”

By Vincent Toal
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WITHIN the space of a few
weeks, St Paul’s Primary
School in Whiteinch has said
farewell to its headteacher
and deputy head.
Martin Hardie retired before

the October break, having led
the school for almost 12
years.
Then, at the end of the

month, Eileen McSween said
her goodbyes to the school
where she has taught for 27
years.
Mr Hardie said: “I have

loved every minute of my time
with our children, staff,
parents and partners. I count

myself blessed and privileged
to have been the head teacher
of such a wonderful school
community for so long.”
He added: “I would also

like to express my gratitude
to Mrs McSween who has
given so much during her
time in school as a teacher,
senior teacher and deputy
head teacher.
“In doing her job so well,

she has made my job much
easier, ensured the needs of
all of our children are being
met, ensured that teachers
and staff are well supported
and entered into partnerships

with parents and support
agencies.”
Among many well-wishers

expressing their thanks to the
retiring duo was former
St Paul’s pupil, Carol

Monaghan, the MP for
Glasgow North West.
The new head teacher is

James Kerr, who moves from
St Andrew’s Primary,
Bearsden.

Head’s loss to St Paul’s

THE marathon meeting of
the Synod on the Family
has ended with bishops
approving an extensive
final report which reiter-
ates the Church’s cher-
ished vision for marriage
and family life, while ex-
pressing a new readi-
ness to accompany
anyone who experiences
particular hardship or
whose relationships are
problematic.

As Pope Francis said at the
beginning of the synod,
Church doctrine on the mean-
ing of marriage as a lifelong
bond between one man and
one woman, open to having
children, was not up for de-
bate.

The final report strongly af-
firms that teaching as God’s
plan for humanity, as a bless-
ing for the Church and a ben-
efit to society.

It also highlights the role of
pastors in helping couples un-
derstand Church teaching,
grow in faith and take respon-
sibility for sharing the Gospel.

The report speaks specifi-
cally of the changing role of
women in families, the
Church and society; single
people and their contributions
to the family and the Church;

human capabilities: God sus-
tains this covenant with the
strength of his Spirit.”

Rather than ground-break-
ing theological developments,
the report showcases a greater
openness to mercy in journey-
ing with people through the
joys and sorrows of life.

As Pope Francis observed
in his closing remarks, the
synod was about “bearing wit-
ness to everyone that, for the
Church, the Gospel continues
to be a vital source of eternal
newness, against all those who
would ‘indoctrinate’ it in dead
stones to be hurled at others.”

These strong words re-
flected some of the tension

which surfaced during the
three-week gathering of 270
bishops from 120 countries –
including Glasgow‘s
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia,
representing the Scottish
Bishops’ Conference.

And, amid of a spate of
sometimes contradictory
views on what the synod was
about and what it achieved,
Pope Francis summed up
neatly.

“It was about listening to
and making heard the voices
of the families and the
Church’s pastors, who came
to Rome bearing on their
shoulders the burdens and the
hopes, the riches and the chal-
lenges of families throughout
the world,” he said.

“It was about showing the
vitality of the Catholic
Church, which is not afraid to
stir dulled consciences or to
soil her hands with lively and
frank discussions about the
family.

“It was about trying to view
and interpret realities, today’s
realities, through God’s eyes,
so as to kindle the flame of
faith and enlighten people’s
hearts in times marked by dis-
couragement, social, eco-
nomic and moral crisis, and
growing pessimism.”

During the Synod, different
opinions were freely ex-
pressed, in lively dialogue,

the family as a sanctuary pro-
tecting the sacredness of
human life from conception to
natural death; and the particu-
lar strain on family life caused
by poverty and by migration.

While insisting on God’s
love for homosexual persons
and the obligation to respect
their dignity, the report reiter-
ates that same-sex unions can-
not be recognised as
marriages.

“The irrevocable fidelity of
God to his covenant is the
foundation of the indissolubil-
ity of marriage,” the bishops
stated. “The complete and
profound love of the spouses
is not based only on their

Describing the life of faith
as “more important than
ever”, the Archbishop added:
“At times the life of faith may
be a struggle but your children
will bless you for the gift you
have given them, the unsur-
passable gift of knowing Our
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
true light for our lives.”

Parents were provided with
information about This Is Our
Faith and its purpose in di-
recting what is taught through
Religious Education in

Scotland’s Catholic schools.
They were asked to reflect

on what they as parents can do
to support children and young
people in their faith learning
and how best to achieve these
aims.

A parental involvement
working group is working on
a series of publications for
parents which will be made
available through schools,
parishes and on the SCES
(Scottish Catholic Education
Service) website.

lenges for parents in passing
on the life of faith to children
and to introduce them to
Sunday Mass, the Sacraments,
prayer and religious practice.

But he urged them not to be
put off by difficulties: “In
passing on the life of faith to
your children, you are giving
them a treasure which they
will never exhaust and which
will bring them friendship
with God, a great love for all
people, and peace in their
hearts.

ON Saturday 3 October, a
national assembly of
Catholic school parents
met at Carfin to address
the theme: Parents
Making Sense of This Is
Our Faith.

Archbishop Tartaglia, who
was in Rome participating in
the Synod on the Family, sent
a message to all the parents
who were present.

He acknowledged the chal-

Parents encouraged in work of passing on faith

Martin Hardie flanked by Carol
Monaghan and Eileen McSween

Bishops called to follow

To advertise contact Gary@FlourishNewspaper.co.uk
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Open Evening Thursday 12 November, 6.45pm for 7pm start

FOR the first time in the
history of the Church a
married couple have been
canonised together.
Louis and Zelie Martin –

parents of St Therese of
Lisieux – were declared
Saints in their own right on
Sunday 18 October, during
the Synod on the vocation of
the family.
As young people, both had

felt drawn to the religious
life, but this was not to be.
Louis left the famous Alpine
monastery of St Bernard
because Latin was a
mountain too far, so he
trained as a watchmaker.
Zelie joined the Daughters

of Charity but left for health
reasons and became an
accomplished lace-maker in
her home town of Alencon.
Louis and Zelie met in

1858, fell in love and were
married three months later.
Over the next 12 years they
had nine children.
Daily Mass at 5.30am was

part of family life, along with

games, excursions and
holidays.
All the children were

taught to treat other people
with respect and to have a
special care for the poor and
elderly.
As parents, Louis and

Zelie had moments of great
sorrow, especially the
deaths of four of their
children in infancy. All five
surviving daughters would
enter religious life, including
their youngest Therese who
was only four when her
mother died of breast cancer
in 1873.
Louis moved with his five

daughters to Lisieux where
he died in 1894.
At the canonisation

ceremony, Pope Francis
said: “The holy spouses
practiced Christian service in
the family, creating day by
day an environment of faith
and love which nurtured the
vocations of their
daughters”.

Spouses declared Saints

which highlighted cultural dif-
ferences and divergence in
pastoral theology.

This was an area reflected
upon by Pope Francis when he
spoke favourably about open-
ing up broader horizons – “ris-
ing above conspiracy theories
and blinkered viewpoints… to
transmit the beauty of
Christian Newness, at times
encrusted in a language which
is archaic or simply incompre-
hensible.”

He returned to the theme in
his homily at the closing Mass
in St Peter’s Basilica on
Sunday 25 October.

Reflecting on the Gospel
account of the healing of
Bartimaeus, he cautioned
against a cold-hearted “sched-
uled faith” where things are so
planned out that we cannot
stop for those in need and cry-
ing out for help.

While Jesus stops to en-
counter Bartimaeus, the disci-

path of the Gospel
ples were deaf to his pleas –
his problem was not their
problem.

“This can be a danger for
us,” the Pope told the synod
fathers. “Just like the disci-
ples, we are with Jesus but we
do not think like him.

“We are in his group, but
our hearts are not open. We
lose wonder, gratitude and en-
thusiasm, and risk becoming
habitually unmoved by grace.

“We are able to speak about
him and work for him, but we
live far from his heart, which
is reaching out to those who
are wounded.”

And he stressed: "A faith
that does not know how to
root itself in the life of people
remains arid and, rather than
oases, creates other deserts.”

Thanking the synod partici-
pants for “walking together”,
Pope Francis urged them to
“follow the path that the Lord
desires”. During the Synod, Archbishop

Tartaglia stayed at the North
American College, which is within
walking distance of the Vatican.

But he didn’t neglect to visit the Scots
College, on the outskirts of town, where he
was a student and one-time Rector.

As well as joining the seminary commu-
nity for Sunday Mass, he hosted a reception
for a number of his brother bishops who were

also attending the Synod.
These included the Cardinal Archbishops

of Westminster, New York, Washington and
Galveston-Houston, as well as the
Archbishops of Dublin, Chicago, Los
Angeles, Edmonton and Goa.

They were welcomed to the college by
new rector Fr Dan Fitzpatrick and enjoyed
the chance to relax while enjoying typical
Scozzesi hospitality.

Scots College hosts
bishops from around world

Using the Italian word for
family – FAMIGLIA –
Pope Francis provided a
challenging acrostic to
spell out the Church’s
vocation and mission to-
wards today’s families:

Forming new generations
to experience love seri-

ously, not as an individualis-
tic search for a pleasure then
to be discarded, but to be-
lieve once again in true,
fruitful and lasting love as
the sole way of emerging
from ourselves and being
open to others.

Approaching others, since
a Church which doesn’t

leave her own precincts be-
hind in order to seek, em-
brace and lead others to
Christ is a Church which be-
trays her very mission and
calling.

Manifesting and bringing
God’s mercy to fami-

lies in need – to the aban-
doned, the neglected elderly,
children pained by the sepa-
ration of their parents, poor
families struggling to sur-
vive, and to couples torn by
grief, sickness, death or per-
secution.

Illuminating consciences
often assailed by harmful

and subtle dynamics which
even attempt to replace God
the Creator, dynamics which
must be unmasked and resis-
ted in full respect for the dig-
nity of each person.

Gaining and humbly re-
building trust in the

Church, which has been
gravely weakened as a result
of the conduct and sins of
her children.

Labouring intensely to sus-
tain and encourage those

many strong and faithful
families which, in the midst
of their daily struggles, con-
tinue to give a great witness
of fidelity to the Church’s
teachings and the Lord’s
commandments.

Inventing renewed pro-
grammes of pastoral care

for the family based on the
Gospel and respectful of cul-
tural differences, pastoral
care which is capable of
communicating the Good
News in an attractive and
positive manner and helping
banish from young hearts the
fear of making definitive
commitments.

Aiming to love uncondi-
tionally all families, par-

ticularly those experiencing
difficulties, since no family
should feel alone or ex-
cluded from the Church’s
loving embrace.



Gentlemen, I have not the
honour to be a theologian,
but I have the happiness to
be a Christian.
Blessed Frederic Ozanam
founded the Society of the St
Vincent de Paul and faithfully
served the poor of Paris after
being provoked by a
university classmate who
claimed “Christianity is
dead.”
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Catholics
on campus

Wonder and Awe is a new
Eucharistic adoration
experience run by the
Archdiocese of Glasgow
youth office in St Andrew’s
Cathedral.
It falls on the first Friday

of every month and is aimed
specifically at young people.
The very first Wonder and

Awe took place on 2 October
with a few members of
Strathclyde University
Catholic Society invited to
help out on the night.
It might only have been

little things like with
showing people into the
church or supplying simple
refreshments at the social
gathering afterwards, but all
these services add up and
contribute to the welcoming
experience.
I truly felt that event itself

was incredibly spiritually
enriching and formative,
with not only Eucharistic
adoration, but some guided
meditations from Fr John
Sweeney, the youth
chaplain, and testimonies
from other young Catholics
over the course of the
evening.
We, as a society, were

delighted to be asked to help
out at Wonder and Awe.
In doing so, we were able

to appreciate the benefit the

night had to us as a group
community.
Through reflection before

the Blessed Sacrament and
prayer together, we found
ourselves leaving the church
that night as better friends
in Christ and all sharing the
same strong resolve to bring
the Gospel values into the
heart of our university
campus.
I’d strongly recommend to

any young person to give
Wonder and Awe a try this
month.
As the name suggests, the

experience is a great one
and you’ll be glad you went.

• Wonder & Awe is next on
at St Andrew’s Cathedral,
Clyde Street, at 7pm on
Friday 6 November.

The SSVP conference at
Glasgow University has
been up and running for
the past four years.

In the beginning, it took a
while for us to find our feet
within the wider movement,
but as time has gone on, we’re
feeling much more comfort-
able and confident with the
work that we try to do – in the
light of Blessed Frederic
Ozanam who founded the so-
ciety while he was a student at
university in Paris.

Due to the group being al-
most entirely student run, we
operate mainly during term
time –September to May.

However, some students
who are still located in
Glasgow over the summer are
there to assist if anyone ap-
proaches the Chaplaincy look-
ing for help.

Achieve
This might mean helping

out with the organisation and
travel for families who could
really do with a break to enjoy
time together on holiday at
one of the SSVP caravans on
the coast.

With term still in its early
days, there are bright expecta-
tions for what we aim to
achieve in the forthcoming
year and ideas are coming in
thick and fast about how to
build up our work and spiritu-
ality as a group.

Currently, our outreach
work includes transporting an
elderly man to Mass every
Sunday (without this he would
not be able to make it), offer-
ing help to people who get in

selves to fill as many shoe-
boxes as possible with station-
ary, toys and sweets – items
we have received with the
help of other university soci-
eties.

Increase
Last year, we had an in-

crease in boxes from the year
before, and with preparation
for this year already under-
way, we are looking very
hopeful at numbers multiply-
ing even more.

This is something which the
group really enjoy doing. In a
sense, we have taken owner-
ship of it as we hold this proj-
ect very dear to our hearts.

Maybe, it’s our inner child,
but it also encapsulates the joy
which comes from sharing
with those who have the least.

Overall, the GUCA SSVP –
I know, alphabet soup – is
steadily finding its feet and
becoming more confident as a
conference.

We value the opportunities
the work gives to take us out
of ourselves and be part of an
apostolate which is mirrored
in so many of our parishes and
recognised around the world.

We have much to be thank-
ful for and much to look for-
ward to.

You can follow us on
twitter at @StrathCath and
@GUCatholic and like our
facebook pages at
‘Strathclyde University
Catholic Society’ and
‘Glasgow University
Catholic Association’.

touch with us in desperate
times and situations, and also
a weekly tea-run around
Glasgow’s west end.

For this, we simply go out
along the streets and if we en-
counter anyone who is home-
less or begging we spend time
with them while offering a
warm drink and some biscuits.

This doesn’t seem like
much to us but it’s always
well received. Despite it being
an easy and simple task, it is
incredibly worthwhile –
warming up that person’s day
– especially in the cold winter
months.

Also, for the past two years,
we have worked in unison
with Samaritans Purse and
their Operation Christmas
Child shoebox appeal.

We have taken it upon our-

In this month’s Catholics on Campus, Sean
Murphy tells the story of Glasgow
University’s Society of St Vincent de Paul
(SSVP) conference, and StrathCath’s
Hannah Kennedy shines the spotlight on
‘Wonder & Awe’…

Spotlight on Wonder & Awe

Hannah Kennedy
4th year Pharmacy,
Strathclyde
Parish: St Matthew’s,
Bishopbriggs

Sean Murphy
3rd year Primary Teaching,
Glasgow
Parish: St Bride’s, Bothwell

Student outreach to
homeless in West End

THE 38th Cardinal Winning Charity
Ball takes place on Friday 4
December in Glasgow’s Crowne
Plaza hotel.

Since it began in 1977, the Ball has
raised almost £2million for good causes
in and around Glasgow, as well as further
afield.

This year’s gala night will support the
work of St Francis’ Nursing Home in
Govan, as well as The Mungo Foundation
and St Nicholas Care Fund.

The home has a special place in the
heart of Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, pa-
tron of the Charity Ball’s fundraising

committee, as he was born their in
January 1951, in the days when it was a
maternity unit.

Still guided by the Franciscan Sisters
Minoress, the facility now offers a loving
home to people in their advanced years.

Last year, the ball supported SCIAF’s
Ebola emergency appeal and a project to
create a city centre Catholic chaplaincy
for Strathclyde and Caledonian universi-
ties and surrounding colleges.

The sale of a portrait of Pope Francis,
titled ‘The Good Shepherd’, by Glasgow
artist Stephen Kilcoyne, contributed
around £6000 to the funds.

Now, even before this year’s ball gets

into swing, there is a chance to contribute
by buying copies of a limited series of A3
prints of the papal portrait, costing £75.

Lady Susan Haughey, part of the or-
ganising team, and recent recipient of the
Glasgow’s Loving Cup, said: “The
Cardinal Winning Charity Ball stands out
as a wonderful expression of the care and
respect people have for each other.

“Every year it brings people together in
a spirit of friendship and goodwill.”

Anyone wishing to make a purchase or
to book tickets for this year’s Ball can
contact Mary O’Neill on 07910 712 501,
or Emma Sutherland by email:
Emma.Sutherland@city-holdings.co.uk

Portrait sale supports Cardinal’s Ball
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IN the centenary year of the death of the
Marist Brother who founded Celtic
Football Club, Brother Walfrid will be
remembered at Mass in St Mary’s,
Calton, on Friday 6 November.
The date marks the 128th

anniversary of the day in 1887 when
Brother Walfrid met with a group
of local businessmen in St
Mary’s church hall to
discuss the setting up of a
new football club in the
East End of Glasgow.
Representatives of

the club, the Celtic
Graves Society and
Celtic FC Foundation
will participate in
the Mass at which
St Mary’s parish
priest, Fr Tom
White, will preside.
Fr White said:

“November is the
month when we
remember our dead. It
is right and fitting in this
the 100th anniversary
year of Brother Walfrid’s
death that those
associated with Celtic
and St Mary's should
remember and pray for
Brother Walfrid.”
A Celtic Graves

Society
spokesman

added: “Much has changed in the East End of
Glasgow since our founding, but many of
the issues alive in 1887 remain relevant
today and the Celtic Graves Society are
delighted that the club are keen to
remember our humble beginnings and
to give the Celtic support the
opportunity to do so too on November

6.”
Following the Mass, a simple
meal will be provides at Celtic
Park where donations can be
made to the Celtic FC
Foundation’s Christmas
Appeal.
Foundation CEO Tony

Hamilton said: “The appeal is
an annual initiative where we
aim to provide a proper

Christmas meal to families who
would otherwise go without and
to support various charities who
look after people who lead
chaotic lives across the
city.”
Brother Walfrid, who

taught in St Mary’s and
Sacred Heart, Bridgeton,
died on 17 April 1915 and is
buried at Mount St Michael
Cemetery in Dumfries.

St Mary’s, Calton, hosts Mass
remembering Celtic’s Marist founder

FIVE Little Sisters of the
Poor based at St
Joseph’s, Robroyston,
have celebrated signifi-
cant anniversaries which
add up to 315 years of
religious life.

Sister Helene made her reli-
gious vows 75 years ago in
1940. Five years later, Sr
Gabrielle became a Little
Sister and still today can be
seen in Glasgow city centre

years ago, Archbishop Conti
told the jubilarians: “You are
among the many generous
hearted young women whose
hearts were moved like hers to
care for the poor, recognising
that so many of them are not
just poor in financial terms but
in their weakness and loneli-
ness in sickness and old age.

“What enormous benefits
the Little Sisters have brought
to such souls in whose care
they have also aroused a

deeper love for the God who
in Jesus showed His love for
the sick and needy.”

Continue
In thanking God and the

Sisters for their 315 years of
dedication to their vows of
poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence, and devoted service to
the needy poor, the
Archbishop prayed that they
would continue to “draw the
fruits” of God’s favour in the

collecting alms to support the
work of the congregation in
caring for the poor.

Sister Anselme made her
final vows 60 years ago, in the
same year as Sr Philomena
took her first vows. And
marking her golden jubilee is
Sr Miriam.

“This is a remarkable record
of service – three centuries
and more of dedication to the
Lord, hundreds of years of
faithful response to the Lord’s
call to follow Him in the serv-
ice of the poor,” said
Archbishop Mario Conti who
presided at a Mass of
Thanksgiving in the convent
oratory on Monday 19
October.

Generosity
The Archbishop emeritus

added: “We cannot but won-
der at such generosity – first
of all on the Lord’s part in
calling you and giving you the
grace of your union with Him
in a religious vocation – and
on your part your generous re-
sponse to His call, and your fi-
delity to the graces you have
received. Truly the Church it-
self rejoices, and gives
thanks.”

Recalling the example of St
Jeanne Jugan, who founded
the Little Sisters some 175

The Liturgical Calendar for Scotland
2015 - 2016

Available now from: Pauline Books & Media, 5a-7 Royal Exchange Square,
Glasgow G1 3AH Tel: 0141 226 3391 e mail: glasgow@pauline-uk.org or 

direct from the Publishers: Burns Publications, Caledonia House, 
Thornliebank Ind.Estate, Glasgow G46 8JT – Tel 0141 270 9775

e mail:michaelrburns2000@yahoo.co.uk

Price £10 Plain    £11 Interleaved  (post and packing extra)

New Ordo
The Liturgical Calendar for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy
aims to offer more aids
than previously towards a
worthy and fruitful
celebration of the Church’s
liturgy.
It contains reflections on

the Scripture readings from
Scottish Biblical scholars
and brief biographies of
saints, including the saints
of Scotland.
The Ordo – as it is called

– provides priests,
sacristans and others with
ready-to-hand information
on the liturgy for each day
of the year. This includes
the colour of vestment and
Mass texts.
First published in 1829,

an Ordo for the whole of
Scotland appeared 100
years ago and the first
edition in English was
published in 1965.
Bishop Hugh Gilbert,

President of the National
Liturgy Commission, said:
“It is hoped to add further
enrichments in the years
ahead, and to provide an
Ordo that will be a practical
help and stimulus to prayer
not only for the clergy and
their assistants but for all
who take part in the
liturgical life of the
Church.”

Five-a-day dance for Little Sisters’ Jubilees

years ahead.
As part of the social cele-

bration after Mass, Sr Anna
Maria expressed the same
prayer in a traditional African
dance which involved balanc-
ing a basket of fruit and flow-
ers on her head.

It expressed beautifully the
fruitfulness of the Little
Sisters’ religious life and the
abundant joy they share in
serving their neighbour in
need.

By Vincent Toal

Sr Anna Maria in full flow

Five jubilarians: Sisters Philomena, Anselme, Miriam, Gabrielle and Helene
with Archbishop Conti and St Joseph’s Chaplain Fr Charles Kane
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Cathedral prepares for
MacMillan masterpiece

Belfast choir in Maryhill

WHEN Hebrides En-
semble premiered Since
it was the day of prepa-
ration… in 2012, the re-
sponse was
extraordinary.

This month, the group
brings this remarkable work
by James MacMillan to
Glasgow’s St Andrew’s
Cathedral – whose vaulted
acoustics create the perfect re-
flective backdrop for the rich
and intricate score.

Written as a ‘postscript’ to
his St John Passion, Since it
was the day of preparation…
explores the mystery of
Christ’s Resurrection.

“I wanted to continue the
story but in quite a different
way,” he said. “My Passion

setting is big, but my
Resurrection story is much
smaller, more intimate – just a
handful of singers and a hand-
ful of instrumentalists. So the
music goes away in a different
and quite unexpected direc-
tion.”

At times plaintive and lyri-
cal, at others reaching into the
far corners of tonality, this is
a masterpiece of musical sto-
rytelling, finding a very
human story in something di-
vine.

The composer said: “Even
though there is a sense of the
mysterious and the unknown
about Christ coming back
from the dead, he is still en-
countering living, breathing
people who are grieving, who
have lived through a human
tragedy, who are fearing for
their lives.

“The mess of the human
condition is very much there
in those post-Crucifixion en-
counters.”
Hebrides Ensemble will
perform Since it was the
day of preparation… on
Thursday 26 November at
7.45pm in St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Clyde Street. A
pre-concert talk with
James MacMillan begins at
7pm.

ON Sunday 22 November (St
Cecilia’s Day) the Belfast-
based, ecumenical choir
Capella Caeciliana will assist
at the 11am Mass in St
Columba's, Maryhill.

The choir includes ‘The
Priests’ – Frs Eugene and
Martin O’Hagan and David
Delargy – who, as well as
being accomplished singers,

fulfil their priestly ministry in
the diocese of Down and
Connor.

The music for the liturgy
will include “Ut omnes unum
sint” (That all may be one) – a
new work by James
MacMillan who is St
Columba’s resident choirmas-
ter.

AS A teenager growing up in
Troubles-torn Belfast of the early
1970s, Sally McAllister was acutely
aware of the divisions in Northern
Ireland.

She was a child of the New Lodge in
North Belfast – an area of poor social
housing, high unemployment, police ha-
rassment and intrusive British Army sur-
veillance, for it was an IRA stronghold.

“There was a very real sense
of being second class citizens
and that we had been aban-
doned – even by the Church,”
she said. “I was angry and got
to the stage when I thought
that the only way forward was
to join the paramilitaries.”

Into that dark despair
stepped an Anglican nun, Sr
Anna Hoare, who invited a
group of teenagers from
across the religious divides to spend a
week together at a youth festival in Italy.

Sally’s teachers at the Mercy school
sensed the opportunity and encouraged
her involvement.

Divisions
“Until then, I had never known any-

body who wasn’t Catholic, so ingrained
were the divisions,” she said. That
changed in the space of a few days.

“The barriers between us disappeared
and I realized that up to then I had been
looking for solutions outside myself.
Now I really understood that if I wanted
to make a difference then change had to
start me with small, little gestures of
love.”

Easier said than done. But, returning
to Belfast, Sally found ample opportu-
nity to put this new philosophy into prac-
tice.

Stepping beyond her home turf com-
fort zone, one day she ventured into the

notorious loyalist area of Tiger’s Bay
only to be greeted by a hail of bricks,
kicks and punches.

As the pain penetrated her lower back,
she told herself, this is where forgiveness
starts – it starts now.

Later, making her way home from
teacher training at college on the Falls

Road where a car-
bomb had exploded,
she was stopped by an
army patrol, thrown
into the back of an ar-
moured car and interro-
gated.

“I was terrified. You
didn’t have to be guilty
to experience fear. But
I looked at the soldiers
– pretty much the same

age as me – and I realized they too were
afraid, so I spoke to them about where
they were from.” It starts now.

Travelling that road for 40 years has
brought Sally back to Loppiano, the
home of the Focolare Movement, from
where she manages the Gen Verde inter-
national performing arts group.

She has built those formative experi-
ences of breaking down barriers and
building bridges into the group’s cre-
ative repertoire, expressing this burning
desire for unity in compelling rhythm
and song with artists from 13 different
countries.

Audiences in Scotland experienced its
beguiling effect, last month, when the
group began a three-month tour of
Britain with concerts in Edinburgh,
Motherwell and Glasgow.

Whether from Korea, Brazil or Los
Angeles, through dance, percussion and
song, the voice of common humanity
took centre stage.

Through struggle and tragedy, the
longing for peace and desire for har-
mony, this one voice echoed the refrain
of building bridges and recognizing the
person ‘on the other side’.

Centre stage
“One of the main characteristics of our

activities is the joy that comes from shar-
ing with others our commitment to build
peace and promote a culture of en-
counter,” Sally explained, as she took a
break from mopping the floor as the
group set up stage at Motherwell
Concert Hall.

By Vincent Toal

For Gen Verde diversit

Start Up concert with
Lanarkshire pupils in
Motherwell

Group welcomed to Scotland by Focolare and friends

Sally McAllister

Picture by Sussie Ahlburg
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FOLLOWING on from the very
successful Martyrdom of St
John Ogilvie play, AGAP
director Stephen Callaghan
has come up with what’s
sure to be another winner.
Wilderness is a modern-

day parable set in the
fictitious parish of St
Fintan’s.
It brings together

members of a typical
Catholic congregation in a
light-hearted – but evocative
– look at parish life.
With a church that is

badly in need of repair,
dropping numbers in the
congregation and no
shortage of doomsayers
predicting the closure of the
parish, it’s no wonder the
community of St Fintan’s is
feeling the strain.
Ding-dong comedy at its

best, the parish priest can be
bit of a joker, and the parish
worthies include the
handyman, the housekeeper
and the organist and cantor
who don’t see eye to eye!
But into this mix a visitor

arrives bringing the promise
of a new birth for the parish.
But who is he, where does

he come from and what are
his real motives?

“Of all the plays I have
written this was perhaps the
easiest to get down on
paper,” said Stephen.
“The material for it was

already there in the everyday
situations and conversations
that happen around a
parish.”
He added: “We are living

in interesting and often
bewildering times but we
need to step back and hold a
mirror up to ourselves to see
what we can learn.”
Praising the commitment

of the cast and stage crew –
including AGAP old hands
and some new faces –
Stephen pointed out: “All
good comedy grapples with
serious truths.
“I hope this play is a kind

of ‘therapy’ for us all, to
make us laugh, think and act
upon.”
The play’s title reflects the

interior ‘wilderness’ faced by
the characters who are
dealing with the everyday
temptations facing pastoral
workers, as outlined by Pope
Francis in his apostolic
exhortation, The Joy of the
Gospel.

Not to be missed, Wilderness will be performed in the
following parishes starting each evening at 7.30pm:
Thursday 29 Oct – St Michael’s, Parkhead
Friday 30 Oct – St Mungo’s, Townhead
Sunday 1st Nov – St Margaret Mary’s, Castlemilk
Saturday 7 Nov – St Gregory’s, Wyndford
Sunday 8 Nov – St Eunan’s, Clydebank
Friday 13th Nov – St Joseph’s, Cumbernauld
Saturday 14 Nov – St Helen’s, Shawlands
Sunday 15 Nov – St Patrick’s, Dumbarton
Monday 16 Nov – St Michael’s, Parkhead
Tickets, priced £5 (under 16s: £2) can be purchased by email:
tickets@agap.org.uk or tel: 0141 554 1333.

AGAP play offers
light-hearted but
honest look at
parish life

By Matt Lynch

In the days leading up to the event,
Gen Verde had brought together pupils
from various North Lanarkshire second-
ary schools to share in workshops and
enjoy the spirit of encounter.

The ‘Start Up’ title of the exercise re-
flected Sally’s teenage experience of
meeting her Presbyterian, Methodist and
Baptist neighbours for the first time and
the new beginning it created.

“Initially, there is always uncertainty
– a fear of the unknown,” observed
Sally, whose road from Belfast included
20 years as personal assistant to Cardinal
Basil Hume in Westminster and 11 years

teaching at Allen Hall seminary in
London, before taking on the Gen Verde
gig.

“A sense of togetherness quickly
emerges and skepticism soon gives way
to an explosion of creativity as people
get to know each other and build friend-
ships.”

Dialogue with young people gives an
idea of the problems they face daily and
the things most important to them.

“Thanks to social media, young peo-
ple can make connections around the
world, but these can often mask deep-
seated loneliness, concerns about the fu-

ture and worries at home,” said Sally.
“Music and the arts are a great way of

bringing people together, allowing them
to feel good about themselves and to
share a gift with their audience. It works
– most of the time.”

For anyone who experienced their
Scottish concerts, the message of unity
will have hit home – even just witness-
ing the joyful harmony within the group.

Before crossing the channel, they had
spent two weeks in Hungary, just as that
country was shutting off its borders to
thousands of migrant refugees. It posed
a huge dilemma.

“Here we were talking about no barri-
ers, no borders, not frontiers, yet many
in our audience were saying ‘we need
these’,” Sally reflected.

Appreciate
“We explained that we were not com-

ing to judge them or give a lesson, but to
echo the reality that opening our hearts
to those in need is the difficult road for
the Christian. They appreciated that
message and started to walk with us.”

Gen Verde has encountered similar
experiences in other areas of tension, in-
cluding the Holy Land where “a word
out place can so easily land you in trou-
ble”.

“Our music and art allows us to com-
municate in a different way, and to bring
the age-old message of the Gospel to au-
diences who are surprised by its new-
ness.”

Having considered the destructive
route of violence in the ‘it’s them not us’
confines of Belfast, Sally is determined
to break the chain of hate.

Recognising diversity as a welcome
gift, rather than a threat, is one place to
start.

ty is gift not threat

Gen Verde at Glasgow University Memorial Chapel
Picture by Robert Wilson
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FOR WOMEN
EXPLORING

FRANCISCAN
VOCATION

www.franciscanvocations.org.uk

CONGREGATION OF
ALEXIAN BROTHERS

Email: stalexius@eircom.net Tel: 00353 94 937 6996

www.alexianbrothers.ie

Is Jesus calling you?

The Alexian Brothers, as followers of Jesus the
Healer, dedicate their lives to serving the sick and
those on the margins of society. They do this with

the support of prayer and community life.

ALREADY fascinated with
Jesus, the founding
members of Jericho had
become captivated by
the sheer warmth of his
humanity – his compas-
sion for the poor, the
lowly, the sick, the op-
pressed, the sinner, the
excluded – and by the
utter simplicity of his
life-style.

“How wonderful if the liv-
ing, loving, approachable
Jesus were to be walking our
streets today!” thought Fr
James Ferguson, a priest of
the Diocese of Paisley, who
was moved by the plight of os-

gry, clothe the naked and em-
brace the excluded.”

That was in 1970, five years
after Fr Ferguson was or-
dained priest – this year mark-
ing his Golden Jubilee.

The Jericho Community of
the Monastery of Jesus was
born. A group of men who
came together to live a life of
Christian simplicity inspired
by Jesus and the Twelve.

Instructed by Jesus’ parable
of the Good Samaritan, they
would open Jericho Inns at the
heart of town and city from
where they would exercise
their ministry of being Jesus
among the people – welcom-
ing, supporting, and caring for
those being ‘passed by on the
other side’.

The Brothers felt an affinity
with Prinknash Abbey in
Gloucestershire, and were ac-
cepted as a community of
Benedictine oblates – com-
monly known as the Jericho
Benedictines.

This year marks the silver
jubilee of their House of
Prayer at the Monastery of
Jesus, Harelaw Farm,
Kilbarchan.

The milestone was marked,
last month, with Mass cele-
brated by Bishop John
Keenan, along with Dom
Stephen Horton, Prior of
Prinknash, and Fr Ferguson,
during which novice Brother
Richard received the Jericho
Benedictine’s distinctive blue
denim habit.

tracised alcoholic men and
women – written off by soci-
ety and shunned by the popu-
lace, living in squalor in
derelict buildings in the neigh-
bourhood of the church in
which he served.

“Let’s do it”‚ he thought.
“Let’s make Jesus present in
the warmth of His humanity. 

“Let’s open up totally our
minds, hearts and souls to the
Spirit of Jesus and beg of Him
to so take possession of us that
each can say with St Paul:
‘There lives no longer me, but
Christ lives in me’.

“Thus transformed, we
would again make Christ
available and approachable at
the heart of our towns to shel-
ter the homeless, feed the hun-

EVENTS in Spain almost
250 years ago are re-
called in a new book
shedding fresh light on a
pivotal moment in the
history of the Catholic
Church in Scotland.

The Scots College, Spain,
1767–1780: Memoirs of the
Translation of the Scotch
College from Madrid to
Valladolid was launched, last
month, at the Pontifical
University of Salamanca, in
the presence of the College’s
present rector, Glasgow priest
Fr Tom Kilbride, and 21 for-
mer students and members of
staff.

The publication is a tran-
scription of Fr John Geddes’
memoirs of the transfer of the
Royal Scots College from the
Spanish capital to the city of
Valladolid between 1767 and
1780.  

The volume was edited by
Fr Michael Briody, parish
priest of St Michael’s,
Moodiesburn, a former stu-
dents of the College in
Valladolid and Geddes enthu-
siast.

He said: “John Geddes

patience and wisdom over-
coming astonishing opposi-
tion and labyrinthine
bureau cracy,” Fr Briody ex-
plained. 

“Geddes’ main interest was
to establish the Scots College
in Valladolid securely accord-
ing to Spanish law, an objec-
tive he successfully achieved
and where the College re-
mained until its transfer to
Salamanca in 1988.”

Fr Kilbride thanked the
Pontifical University for sup-

porting the book launch and
congratulated Fr Briody for
“bringing the College’s story,
and in particular John Geddes’
voice, to a much wider audi-
ence.”
�� The Scots College, Spain,
1767–1780: Memoirs of the
Translation of the Scotch
College from Madrid to
Valladolid is available for
£15 from Fr Michael
Briody (01236 872537,
ambrosiansociety@googlem
ail.com).  

sensed the palpable presence
of God guiding him in his ef-
forts to establish a Scots
College in Valladolid for the
good of souls in Scotland. He
succeeded, and for over 200
years the Scottish Church ben-
efitted immensely from his
work.” 

The Royal Scots College
was founded in Madrid in
1627 by Colonel William
Semple and his wife María de
Ledesma as a seminary for the
formation of Scots to return to
be priests in Scotland, where
the Catholic faith was out-
lawed.  

With the expulsion of all
Jesuits from Spain in 1767,
the Madrid building, already
abandoned and without stu-
dents, passed into the hands of
the Spanish government.

At this point, John Geddes
– who had been ordained
priest in Rome in 1759 – was
sent from Scotland to try to
save the college.  

Through a mix of diplo-
macy and heroic effort, he
fought off Irish claims on the
building and recovered the
college and its property from
the Spanish state.  

“It is a remarkable story of

Jericho Brothers live out parable

Spaniards echo Geddes’ praises

Dr Myriam Cortés Diéguez, Rector of the Pontifical University of
Salamanca, and Vice Rector Fr Jacinto Nuñez, welcome members
of the Royal Scots College Ambrosian Society – from left: Fr
Stephen McGrattan, Canon Archie Brown, Bishop Joseph Toal, Fr
Tom Kilbride, Fr Michael Briody and Bishop Maurice Taylor

Prior Stephen Horton prays as Brother Richard
prepares to receive Jericho habit
Picture by Paul McSherry
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Earth to Earth…
Should a funeral cost the earth? The simple 
answer is no! Do families have a say in how a 
funeral is carried out? Of course they do!
Janice Stevens believe funerals should be affordable to all, with 
no loss of quality or service provided. Costs should not dictate 

those they have lost.
They are committed to ensuring those you hold dear receive 
the best possible care in their hands at all times. Families don’t 
realise that they can work hand in hand with the funeral director, 
and that support and guidance provided by the director in 
making decisions, is how ultimately the family can feel happy 
and content with the funeral on the day.
Both Janice and Stephen believe in building a relationship with 

day of the funeral. 

Arrangements made in the comfort and 
privacy of your own home
Male and Female Arrangers/Directors
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Private Rest Rooms
Assistance for those eligible to access 
social funding
Affordable funerals for all

Typical examples of a cremation and a burial

Should you require our services now or in the future, please contact:

Tel: 0141 778 3697 or visit our website at: 

Cremation at Daldowie Crematorium

£2,545
This price includes 1 limousine, 4ft floral tribute

Burial at St Peter’s (Dalbeth)

£3,310
This price includes a new lair, 1 limousine, 4ft floral tribute

A Syrian Archbishop has
warned British politi-
cians of the folly of sup-
porting Islamic militants
in the war in his country.

Jean-Clement Jeanbart, the
Greek Melkite Catholic
Archbishop of Aleppo, said
that for the past 60 years Syria
has strived to become a mod-
ern secular state. 

But now, Western support
for militants against Syrian
President Bashar Assad has
virtually destroyed all
progress.

The Archbishop was speak-
ing at the Westminster launch
of Aid to the Church in Need’s
latest report on Christian per-
secution around the world –
Persecuted and Forgotten?

He said militants were
“killing anyone who is saying
anything about freedom, about
citizenship, about religious
liberty, about democracy.”

And he pleaded with politi-
cians: “I beseech you to have
another look at our situation to
see what is underneath, what
is happening.

the government to win free-
dom and democracy was a
“big lie,” he said, adding that
the war was waged between a
modern secular state tolerant
of religious minorities and ji-
hadi groups who were mas-
sacring them.

He said Islamist rebel
groups, who go under a vari-
ety of names, had slaughtered
more than 50 Christians
within the last month alone,
most recently shooting dead

three Assyrian Christians after
a ransom for their lives was
not paid.

“Anyone who is not a fun-
damentalist Muslim has no
rights — no right to live, no
right to be in society, no right
to be a citizen,” he stated.

The conflict in Syria has
claimed about a quarter of a
million lives and displaced
some six million people, most
of whom are living in camps
along the country’s borders,
while thousands of others
have entered Europe through
Turkey.

Archbishop Silvano
Tomasi, the Holy See’s per-

“It is terrible for us to see all
the marvelous things we had
destroyed for pretend democ-
racy and freedom.”

Archbishop Jeanbart said he
was pleased to have the
chance to speak directly to
British politicians because
Syria was being isolated and
that news from the country
was being “manipulated in an
unacceptable way.”

The perception that moder-
ate rebel forces were fighting

Aleppo bishop’s ‘no bombs’ plea
to British politicians manent observer to the United

Nations in Geneva, high-
lighted the global extent of
Christian persecution.

“Freedom of conscience
and religion is a fundamental
human right violated with im-
punity with regard to
Christians in the Middle East
and regions of Africa, where
Christians are made the target
of unspeakable violence,” he
said. 

“Christians are decapitated,
crucified and forced into exile
and enslavement.”

Such violence, largely at the
hands of militant Muslim
groups, was “emptying the
Middle East” of the Christian
presence, Archbishop Tomasi
added.

At the Scottish launch of
Persecuted and Forgotten? in
St Mary’s Cathedral,
Aberdeen, teenager Victoria
Youhanna recounted how she
escaped Boko Haram mili-
tants in northern Nigeria.

Iraqi priest Fr Douglas Bazi,
who survived kidnap and tor-
ture by Al Qaeda extremists,
gave a first-hand account of
how he is coordinating relief
for refugees in the north of his
homeland with the support of
Aid to the Church Need.

Archbishop Jean-Clement Jeanbart

ONE HUNDRED years on from
the ill-fated Galli poli campaign
of the First World War, a day-
to-day account of events
written British Army Chaplain
Fr Hugh Cameron has been
published.
A priest of the diocese of

Argyll and the Isles, Fr
Cameron was attached to the
Lovat Scouts that formed part
of the Highland Mounted
Brigade.
His diary, written in the

fever-infested trenches in the
autumn of 1915, offers a vivid,
on-the-spot account of his
efforts to bring spiritual solace
to his men and assist in the
field hospital of battle.
Edited by Scottish Church

historian John Watts, with
biography and explanatory
notes, A Priest in Gallipoli is
published by Mungo press and
available from Pauline Books
in Glasgow.
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Your gift will last 
for generations

Change lives.
Leave a gift in your will.
Call us on 0141 354 5555 
or see www.sciaf.org.uk/legacy

Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund
SCIAF, 19 Park Circus, Glasgow G3 6BE. Charity No: SC012302. Company No: SC197327. Photo: Sean Sprague.

SCIAF is the official overseas aid and development charity of the Catholic Church in Scotland.

www.willaid.org.uk

Aimee has learned to tell  
her teacher what she wants  
– she’s found her voice.

Aimee has learned to tell 
her teacher what she wants 
– she’s found her voice.

At East Park we work to help our young 
people achieve what others have said is 
impossible.  
Help us to continue achieving the impossible.  
After you have taken care of your loved 
ones, leave us a gift in your will.  Talk to 
your solicitor today.  You will be achieving 
something marvellous – making sure that 

voice and more.

For Aimee, this is a huge achievement.  

www.eastpark.org.uk

Archer Coyle
Solicitors & Estate Agents

513 Clarkston Road,
GlasgowG44 3PN
0141 637 2434

elizabethcoyle@archercoyle.co.uk

Let yourWill be done …

Especially forWill Aid

(And why not let us help you with that?)

Will Aid’s Make a Will
Month helps people to pro-
tect their loved ones by
writing a Will and raise
money for charities includ-
ing SCIAF. 
Throughout November,

solicitors taking part in Make
a Will Month waive their
usual fee and invite people
who’d like to make a will to
make a voluntary donation
of the fee they would have
paid.  
The donations are distrib-

uted among the Will Aid

more received seeds, farm
tools, small loans and train-
ing to help them grow more
food and earn an income. 
SCIAF director Alistair

Dutton said: “Will Aid helps
people protect their loved
ones in the future by making
a Will and supporting our
life-changing work.  
“We make sure that the

money we get from Will Aid
helps vulnerable families in
Africa, Asia and Latin
America overcome problems
of hunger, poverty and disas-

ters, and have a brighter fu-
ture.”
As well as benefiting Will

Aid charities, other charita-
ble organisations might ben-
efit also if you include a
legacy gift within your will. 
This could go to your local

parish or diocese, or any
number of good causes like
the St Nicholas Care Fund
within the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, St Andrew’s
Hospice in Airdrie, The
Mungo Foundation or East
Park Home which provides

charities – SCIAF, Trocaire,
ActionAid, Age UK, British
Red Cross, Christian Aid,
NSPCC, Save the Children
and Sightsavers.
Last year, around 23,000

people took part, raising a
fantastic £1.7million. 
This meant SCIAF was

able to help more people in
some of the poorest coun-
tries in the world.
Thousands of people devas-
tated by emergencies were
given food, water, shelter and
medicine.  Many thousands

Charities could benefit twice if      you make Will this month

Established 1986. Free Initial Interview.

We offer a wide range of legal services including house
purchase and sales, Guardianship Applications, Wills, Powers
of Attorney and Criminal Court work. We are also members
of the GSPC and provide Legal Aid. We would welcome the
opportunity to assist you in any matters which you feel you
require require legal advice.
20 Croftfoot Road, Croftfoot, Glasgow, G44 5JT
Telephone: 0141 634 0437
Email: mcdaidfarrell@btconnect.com

McDaid Farrell
Solicitors, Estate Agents and Criminal Lawyers

A Will is arguably one of the most important
documents you will ever sign. This November,
Holmes Mackillop will write basic wills without
charging our normal fee, and instead ask you to
make a donation to the Will Aid charities.

Help us make
Will Aid a Winner!

109 Douglas Street
Blythswood Square, Glasgow G2 4HB

Phone 0141 226 4942
Fax 0844 824 1930

www.holmesmackillop.co.uk
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Please consider leaving a gift in your will 

quality of life... 
it’s what we’re all about 

Scottish Charity No SC035078 www.themungofoundation.org.uk 

To find out more contact us on 0141 226 1610 or    
headoffice@themungofoundation.org.uk  

The Mungo Foundation                 
supports some of the most 
vulnerable people in our 
society, their families and 
communities  

 

A gift in your will can help 
us to continue to support 
those that need help 
most in Glasgow, West of 
Scotland and beyond.  

The Mungo Foundation | 196 Clyde Street | Glasgow | G1 4JY |    Incorporated in Scotland as a non profit 
making company limited by Guarantee No SC256488. Under the Auspices of the Archdiocese of Glasgow 

With your help we can continue our care 

The Pastoral Care Trust – St Nicholas Care Fund 
aims to help in Christ’s name those in need in our 
communities:
 changing the lives of children who need more
 supporting initiatives which bring people together
 helping older people in situations of  

isolation and vulnerability

Applications are encouraged from community 
groups, voluntary organisations, charities and other 
bodies whose aim is to tackle an identified social 
need within the City of Glasgow, East and West 
Dunbartonshire, North and South Lanarkshire, 
Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and the 
area around Helensburgh and the Gareloch.

Scottish Charity SC 029832

Will you leave 

more than a memory

When you are gone
your memory can live on

Please remember
St. Andrew’s Hospice
when making your Will

Because You Care . . . 

. . . We Can Care
St. Andrew’s Hospice cares for your 
family, your friends, your community

01236 766951
www.standrewshospicefundraising.com

Help us make Will Aid
a Winner this November
During November, Paterson Holms will write basic
Wills, without charging our normal fee. To raise as
much money as possible for Will Aid, we hope that
clients will make a donation to the Will Aid charities.
The suggested donation level is £95 for a single Will,
£135 for a pair of Wills or £40 for a codicil to an
existing Will.
Make or update your Will with Will Aid and you will gain
peace of mind from knowing that you have protected
your own family and loved ones for the future as well
as giving money to help thousands of people in need to
gain the skills, tools and support they need to improve
their lives.
It is extremely important to seek qualified and
professional expertise when making a Will. So, don't
put it off any longer. Phone us and make an
appointment today.

Paterson Holms
4 Roman Road
Bearsden
Glasgow
G61 2SW

T: 0141 942 8825
F: 0141 942 4457

Paterson Holms
3 Springfield Road
Bishopbriggs
Glasgow
G64 1PD

T: 0141 772 0074
F: 0141 942 4457

Registered Offices

Charities could benefit twice if      you make Will this month
services to young people with
additional support needs
Patricia Donnelly, chief ex-

ecutive of The Mungo
Foundation said: “Our char-
ity works with some of the
most vulnerable people in
our society, working in com-
munities in Glasgow, West of
Scotland and beyond. Our
Gospel values are at the
heart of all we do.”
She added; “Gifts do not

need to be large to be effec-
tive. Any donation you make
to The Mungo Foundation is
gratefully received and will
have a lasting impact on your
community.” 
It is thanks to the cooper-

ation and goodwill of solici-
tors around the country that
Will Aid has proved so suc-
cessful.
Among practices in the

Glasgow area who support
the initiative are Archer
Coyle and McDaid Farrell on
the southside, Holmes
Mackillop, operating from
the city centre, and Paterson
Holms, who cover Bearsden
and Bishopbriggs.
Many people don’t make a

Will because they assume
that their partner will auto-
matically inherit everything.

This is not true.  
Get peace of mind from

knowing your affairs are in
order by making a Will this
November.

An Enduring Legacy of HOPE

An Enduring Legacy of LOVE

An Enduring Legacy of FAITH

A� er those you love have been taken care of, what will your legacy be?

It is only through the love, prayers and generosity of the Catholic community that 

build the Church throughout the world and reach out to the poorest communities 
regardless of creed  in 1,069 mission dioceses across 157 countries.

message of love and hope to even more 
vulnerable children throughout the 
world.

Legacies to the Society of St. Peter the  
Apostle enable us to train the Church 
leaders of tomorrow, bring the love of 
Christ to vulnerable communities and hand 
down the gift of faith to future generations.

Missio not only builds the Church community. 
We build the infrastructure, usually in remote 
areas where there is none - from chapels to 
schools, orphanages, clinics and dispensaries. 
This transforms the life of the community and 
creates a hub from where the young Church 

£10,500 could support 150 foster parents 
for AIDS orphans.

£50,000 could support a whole mission 
diocese for a year.

£5,000 could pay for the education and 
faith formation of 1,000 children in India. 

 Missio Scotland

         Missio is part of the                                   4 Laird Street
 worldwide network.                                                                          Coatbridge

ML5 3LJ

Please contact us if you can support us in any way. Our work depends on you prayers and contributions. 

You can find other Will
Aid solicitors in your area by
visiting www.willaid.org.uk
or by calling 0300 0309 558.  
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Canon
Robert 
Hill

NOVEMBER straddles
two liturgical years,
bringing Year B to its
conclusion, with Christ
the King, and launching
Year C on the 1st Sunday
of Advent. 

With the Solemnity of All
Saints beginning the month,
we have readings from all four
evangelists, including the final
excerpts from Mark and a pas-
sage from Luke which fea-
tures prominently over the
coming year. 

1 November
Solemnity of All Saints
Matthew 5:1–12
The Beatitudes is the most fre-
quently used gospel text in the
lectionary. It is often chosen
for both weddings and funer-
als and serves as the gospel for
a whole variety of feast and
solemnities. 

Presented as part of Jesus’
first public teaching, the pas-
sage comprises a list of the at-
tributes which are associated
with those committed to the
kingdom of heaven. 

It’s worth realising that in
Matthew’s gospel the parable
of the Last Judgement is a
kind of practical working out
of the theoretical beatitudes. 

Thus, the poor in spirit, the

top of another. He continues
with warnings of things to
come, but we need to look
closely at the details. 

Jesus is no longer talking
about wars and destruction of
cities; instead, he predicts the
end of what can be seen in the
heavens. 

To people of Biblical times,
the sun, moon and stars were
thought to be supernatural be-
ings, mostly having an adverse
effect on human existence. 

Jesus now prophesies that
the day will come when these
will fail and will fall from the
sky. When that has happened
(or because that has hap-
pened?), the Son of Man will
come in cloud (an ancient
symbol of the presence of
God), with glory and power,
and he will send his angels to
gather his chosen from the
four winds. 

All of this adds up to a state-
ment which means that the
day will come when no one
will be able to doubt who
Jesus is. 

This would help disciples
face the horrors of persecution
in the early days; it is a state-
ment which should help us to
remain steadfast when the ma-
terial world appears to move
further and further from the
things of God. 

22 November
Solemnity, Christ the King
(B) 
John 18:33–37
Today’s Gospel passage is
from John and presents the di-
alogue between Pontius Pilate
and Jesus when the latter is on
trial.

Pilate, the representative of
the Roman Empire – the
greatest power on earth at that
time – confronts what he
thinks is someone trying to
proclaim himself king in yet
another Jewish attempt to
overthrow Rome. If this
charge had been upheld Pilate
would have been utterly ruth-
less in destroying Jesus. As it
is, he ends up puzzled by what
Jesus says. 

merciful, the peacemakers and
so forth will demonstrate these
attributes in feeding the hun-
gry, giving drink to the thirsty,
visiting the sick and the pris-
oner and so on. 

Jesus says of those who are
‘blessed’ that the Kingdom of
heaven will be given to them.
And to those who address in a
tangible way the needs of even
the least of their brothers and
sisters, he says “take posses-
sion of the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of
the world”. 

These inspiring words are
good to hear as we begin the
month dedicated to praying
for the eternal repose of the
departed faithful in the com-
pany of saints. 

8 November
32nd Sunday (B)
Mark 12:38–44
In this passage of Mark, Jesus
ends his teaching in the
Temple. 

The great and the good (or
at least, the very wealthy!) are
making a great show of put-
ting large sums of money into
the Temple treasury, by
throwing coins into one or
more of 13 trumpet shaped
copper receptacles designed to
amplify the sound of the do-
nation! 

A poor widow puts in two
small coins. Jesus comments
on the fact that she has just put
in all she had to live on. 

Does he praise her for this?
Or does he condemn the sys-
tem that allows her to do this?
Recent writers have tended to
suggest the latter. 

Widows were among the
most vulnerable members of
society, and it was the duty of
every Jew, but especially the
religious system, to support
widows and other vulnerable
people. What kind of religious
system then would deprive a
woman like this of all that she
possessed? 

15 November
33rd Sunday 33 (B)
Mark 13:24–32
Again we find Jesus teaching,
but this time outside the tem-
ple.

His disciples have been
marvelling at the splendour of
the building, but Jesus shocks
them by saying that the day
will come when not one stone
of the Temple will be left on

Inspiring words amid changing seasons
As the story unfolds how-

ever, readers of faith see that
the confrontation is at a differ-
ent level. Jesus is indeed a
king, but not in a way that
Pilate would ever understand,
because his kingdom is not of
this world. Jesus is the visible
presence of the Kingdom of
God on earth. 

Pilate thinks he has power
over Jesus. But Jesus insists
that he would have no power
if it had not come from God. 

At the end of this liturgical
year, we are reminded of
Paul’s words in the letter to
the Romans, that nothing on
this earth can come anywhere
near the glory of God made
visible to us in Christ. 

29 November
1st Sunday of Advent
(Year C) 
Luke 21:25–28. 34–36
This gospel bears a strong re-
semblance to the one read two
weeks ago. It too predicts the
end of all powers in heaven
and on earth when the Son of
Man returns in glory. 

As with the earlier passage,
it is important not to read this
as a prediction of natural dis-
aster so much as a prophecy of
the end of anything which
stands in opposition to Christ. 

Luke introduces additional
material to what Mark pro-
vided. Here, he has Jesus try-
ing to bolster the confidence
of his disciples – and future
generations of disciples – in
the face of these events, when-
ever they occur. 

Disciples are to stand erect,
hold their heads high. Rather
than something to fear, these
signs are an indication that the
fullness of God’s kingdom is
at hand, and disciples will be
freed from all suffering. 

At the same time, disciples
in every age are to avoid al-
lowing our hearts to become
coarsened by debauchery,
drunkenness or just the cares
of life. 

In biblical writing, the heart
is where the thinking is done,
so hardened hearts are a
metaphor for those who have
forgotten the importance of
the kingdom of God. 

Prayer gives us strength to
get through whatever hardship
we encounter and instils con-
fidence in God’s promises –
one of the great Advent re-
frains.

For over 10 years, Canon Robert Hill has been writing notes for
Flourish on the Sunday Gospels, and has just published on Kindle
the third and final volume of his more detailed Commentary on the
Lectionary for Sundays and Feast Days in Year C.
Following the success of Volumes 1 and 2 (three weeks as

bestseller, and 5-star reviews), Volume 3 will be available from 22
November 2015. 
Like the previous volumes, this one offers an in-depth but

accessible look at the Gospels for each of the Sundays and major
feasts of the liturgical year.
To download from the Kindle store, go to Amazon.co.uk and type

Robert J Hill in the search box (followed by return), and click on
the image that appears. 

www.tmcgowan.co.uk

family firm established 1947
St. Kentigern’s Cemetery

109 Tresta Road, Glasgow g23 5aa
Telephone: 0141 946 2429

Linn Cemetery
602 Lainshaw Drive, Glasgow g45 9sp

Telephone: 0141 634 8515

Dalbeth Cemetery
1920 London Road, Glasgow g32

Telephone: 0141 778 4916

Philipshill Cemetery
Westerfield Road, East Kilbride g76

Telephone: 0141 644 4535

New Memorials · Additional Lettering · Cleaning
All work completed in any cemetery. Brochure available on request

T. McGowan & Sons
Monumental Sculptors

Clydebank Co-operative
— Funeral Directors —

ESTABLISHED 1881

Funeral plans
Monumental masonry
24 hour care
Extended payment facilities

11 Hume Street
Clydebank G81 1XL

0141 952 1573
Unit 6, Maryhill Shopping Centre
Maryhill Road
Glasgow G20 9SH

0141 435 7727

110 Baldwin Avenue
Knightswood G13 2QU

0141 959 8854

www.mainheadstones.co.uk

We have 100 different styles
of headstone to choose
from at our showyard
2'6" POLISHED GRANITE
HEADSTONES FROM

£450
0141 641 0088
WHY PAY MORE THAN YOU HAVE TO!

PHONE
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AYS

282 Main Street, Cambuslang,
Glasgow (at Railway Station)



Jesus’ invitation to spend
eternity with him and with all
who have gone before us is
not just an invitation which
becomes real and active when
we die.

It is an invitation which
transforms our lives, here and
now, as we strive to live each
day in life-giving communion
with God and all the departed
faithful.

For it is really only by fix-
ing our hearts and hopes on
the Risen Lord that we put life
and death into their proper
perspective. 

To be able to look death in
the face, through the lens of an
Easter faith, is how we find
real consolation in our griev-
ing and strength as we con-
tinue our pilgrimage through
the passing world.
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996 GOVAN ROAD
GLASGOW
G51 3DU

24 Hour Personal Attention
Private Chapel of Rest

Prepaid Funeral Planning

Tel: 0141 445 1124

www.jamescockburn.co.uk
enquiries@jamescockburn.co.uk

Alex Black
F U N E R A L C A R E

7 Peelglen Road
Drumchapel

g15 7xn

telephone

949 1234

288 – 290 Dyke Road
Knightswood

g13 4qu

telephone

959 1234

1927 Maryhill Road
Maryhill
g20 0bx

telephone

946 1234

� 24 hour caring & professional service

� Funeral planning, advice and information

� Service room available with private restrooms

NATIVE American Indians
are renowned for their
elaborate and colourful
quilts and are believed to
be among the finest
quilt-makers in the
world. 

Often the memories of the
tribes are woven into large
quilts which are used at funer-
als and in remembrance serv-
ices when they are often given
as memento gifts by bereaved
families as a kind of thank-
you for support received.

What’s not so widely known
is that there’s an unwritten law
governing the art of quilting –
every quilt must have some
flaw. Even when they could
easily produce the perfect
quilt, they deliberately intro-
duce a small blemish into it.

Since the quilt is seen as a
representation of human life,
the reason for this is clear – no
human life is perfect. 

In a similar way, our cele-
bration of All Souls Day
echoes the same realistic hu-
mility: very few, if any of us,
is ever so perfect as not to
need the grace of God and the
support of others to help us to
get to Heaven.

It was a point well made at a
certain priest’s funeral, which
was recorded in his obituary,
with a short note left by the
priest who had asked that it be
read at his Requiem Mass.

“Thanks everyone for com-
ing to my funeral. I don’t care
what the preacher said. I don’t
care what the bishop said. I’m
probably not in Heaven. I cer-
tainly hope to be but, as you
all well know, I’m hardly a
saint. 

“And I think I’ll need the
Lord’s mercy in the next life,
as much as I did in this one.
I’ll just breathe a sigh of relief
if I wake up and find myself in
purgatory. So please pray for
me. Ask God to have mercy

it’s more akin to a state of life
in which the human heart is
still not fully set on God’s
Kingdom, and therefore needs
help, encouragement and sup-
port to turn more decidedly to
God, to be able to relax more
fully in His presence.

Among the theologians of
the early Church, Tertullian
and Origen made an interest-
ing distinction between our
being made in the image of
God and possessing His like-
ness.  

However sinful we may be,
we are made in God’s image,
but we still need to grow into
His likeness, even when our
days in this world are ended.

That’s why a Catholic fu-
neral is essentially a forward-
looking prayer rather than a
backward glance at a person’s
life.

It is a celebration of thanks-
giving – not primarily for a
life well lived (or otherwise) –
but for Jesus’ birth, death and
resurrection.

on my soul.”
The point is a crucial one. It

highlights one of the key char-
acteristics of Catholic belief –
one which distinguishes
Catholics not only from hu-
manists but from the vast ma-
jority of other Christian
denominations.

In the Catholic tradition, we
have never neglected to pray
for the dead – not because of
any morbid preoccupation, but
because we believe that such
prayer is actually life-giving
for the dead and for ourselves. 

As well as being the only
worthwhile gift we can offer
them, our ongoing supportive
prayers – voiced so clearly at
each celebration of Mass – un-
derline our belief that love and
charity should not be limited
to the still living and that we
are forever united in a sup-
portive solidarity with God’s
faithful people for whom life
is changed but not ended.

So we pray for the dead,
today and always, primarily
because we continue to care –
because we are imbued with
the kind of love that impels us
to keep on loving and caring
even when, humanly speak-
ing, it makes no sense to do
so.

Indeed, the more I try to fig-
ure out what we call “purga-
tory” actually is, the more
convinced I become that far
from being a place just outside
the door of heaven – much
less a place of punishment –

On All Souls Day, last year, FR NOEL BARRY preached at the
Remembrance Mass in St Agnes, Lambhill, on the importance
of praying for the dead. This year, he is among those deceased
priests of the Archdiocese of Glasgow who will be remembered
in prayer at Mass in St Andrew’s Cathedral on Friday 6
November. His words – from the grave, as it were – provide an
uplifting reflection in this month of prayer for the faithful
departed

FATHER Thomas O’Rourke, retired
parish priest of St Peter’s,
Dumbarton, and former Vicar
Episcopal for Youth, died on Monday
19 October in St Margaret’s Hospice,
Clydebank. He was 78.
Born in Glasgow on 22 March

1937, one of three brothers, he grew
up in Ayrshire attending school in
Largs, Irvine and Kilmarnock. He
was accepted for seminary by the
Archdiocese of Glasgow and pursued
his formation at the Royal Scots
College, Valladolid, where he was
ordained on 18 March 1961 by
Bishop James Ward, auxiliary in
Glasgow, along with fellow Glasgow
student Fr Peter Lennon.
Returning home from Spain, he

was appointed to St Philomena’s,
Provanmill, as one of three
assistants to then parish priest Fr
George Aylward. A young priest with
an ability for teaching and
mentoring, Fr O’Rourke was picked

out for youth work and appointed to
the staff of St Vincent’s junior
seminary at Langbank in 1968. He
taught maths and chemistry, as well
as trying to instil discipline among
his young charges and giving them
an example of what it meant to be a
priest.
On return to Glasgow in 1976, he

was appointed director of the Youth
and Community Training Centre at
Newton Place, spearheading the
work of the Catholic Youth Council
and developing training
opportunities for youth leaders. It
aimed to provide ‘yesterday’s
children’ with the skills required to
bring the values of their Catholic
faith to bear on the work and play of
the next generation of young people.
At the end of 1978 he succeeded Fr
Romeo Coia as CYC chairman and

vicar
episcopal
for youth.
This was

a time of
rapid social
change
with many
long-
established
youth
services

experiencing cutbacks and growing
unemployment among young people
bringing demands for better
outreach services. In this climate, Fr
O’Rourke worked diligently for over
a decade as part of the Scottish
Standing Conference of Voluntary
Youth Organisations to develop
initiatives and secure what funding
was available to provide

opportunities for young people.
During these years, he did parish

supply in Sacred Heart, Bridgeton, St
Andrew’s, Bearsden and St Simon’s,
Partick. He also served on Glasgow
Sports Promotion Council, City
Centre Mission, the management
committee of St Philip’s School,
Plains and the 1982 Papal Visit
planning and was chaplain to the
Royal Hospital for Sick Children and
Queen Mother's Hospital.
By the time he celebrated his

silver jubilee in 1986, Fr O’Rourke
was assistant priest at Holy Family
and St Ninian’s, Kirkintilloch. If his
first 25 years of ministry had proved
full-on and varied, the next 25 were
more sedate and settled. For, in
1987, he was appointed parish priest
of St Peter’s where he remained until
retiring in 2010.

Although known to be a little
reserved, around the Bellsmyre
housing estate Fr O’Rourke was
noted for his devoted service and
wise counsel. Even if they didn’t
always agree, people respected his
honesty and integrity. During his
extensive time there, he oversaw
first the Silver Jubilee and then 40th
anniversary celebrations marking
the founding of the parish in 1966
and opening of the church in 1971.
After almost 50 years of active

ministry, he retired in October 2010
and lived at the old St Saviour’s
presbytery in Govan and celebrated
Mass at the Franciscan convent. 
But Dumbarton remained dear and

it was there he chose to be buried –
in Dumbarton Cemetery priests’ plot
after the Funeral Mass in the town’s
St Patrick’s church at which
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia presided.
He described him as a “faithful and
devoted priest”.

Prayer for the dead woven into Catholic life

Fr Tom O’Rourke – faithful and devoted

Fr Barry’s funeral in
St Agnes’ last June
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Call to confront poverty and work to alleviate it
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
The refugee crisis has brought the re-
ality of the poverty, despair and suf-
fering of millions right into our living
rooms, just as Pope Francis has an-
nounced the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
which begins next month. 

The challenge to show mercy is not new,
but it has seldom been clearer. Numerous aid
agencies are answering that challenge. 

Our own Scottish Catholic International Aid
Fund – SCIAF – founded in 1965, is one of
them, with 50 years of growth and experience.  

Pope Francis reminds us that mercy is not
optional for Christians – “it is an imperative
from which we cannot excuse ourselves”. 

The Christian meaning of mercy includes
the corporal works of mercy: to feed the hun-
gry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked,
welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the

imprisoned, and bury the dead; and the spiri-
tual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful,
instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, com-
fort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear pa-
tiently with those who do us ill, and pray for
the living and the dead.

Mercy is sometimes considered a ‘soft’ re-
sponse; however, it can require us to do hard
things – to speak out, to stand alongside those
who are oppressed, to forgive those who have
hurt us. Experiences of mercy, given or re-

ceived, can transform people.  
In honour of SCIAF’s 50th year,

the Bishops of Scotland have de-
clared St Margaret of Scotland to
be the charity’s patron saint. 

Margaret was a clear example of
how to live as a disciple of Christ,
inspired by her great faith to trans-
form Scotland for the better. She
cared for orphans, served food to
the hungry, supported the poor and
gave captives their freedom. 

It is this same desire to practise
mercy and seek justice which mo-

tivated SCIAF’s founders. They aimed to up-
hold the dignity of every human person, cre-
ated in God’s image – for fullness of life, both
in this world and in the world to come.

Pope Francis has expressed the mission of
our Catholic agencies very clearly: “We are
called to confront the poverty of our brothers
and sisters: to touch it, to make it our own and
to take practical steps to alleviate it. In the
poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by lov-
ing and helping the poor, we love and serve
Christ.” 

What should our works of mercy be today?
Do we show mercy and respect to the refugees
struggling to reach our shores?

Are we doing enough to protect the most
vulnerable in our society? Are we active in our
works of mercy – supporting the poor when
they need us but also challenging the powerful
so that all can live a dignified and full life?

Pope Francis warns that we become unmer-
ciful when the voice of the poor is muffled and
drowned out by indifference. 

During this Year of Mercy, he asks
us to live more simply, to turn our
face away from greed and indif-
ference, to care for the environ-
ment and to re-establish
bonds of solidarity with the
poor. 

As the Holy Father
reminds us, “we must
not think that these
efforts are not
going to change
the world.”

In this fiftieth

year we give thanks to God for all those who,
in mercy, have helped shape SCIAF and its
work over the years. We give thanks for crises
addressed, attitudes altered, misery solaced
and dignity restored. 

This coming year, let us live out Christ’s
call to mercy, and treasure a sense of joy in
our hearts.  

As the Holy Father urges – “Let us sing as
we go. May our struggles and our concern for
this planet never take away the joy of our
hope.” 

The full version of the letter is available
at www.sciaf.org.uk/pastoral
Rediscovering Mercy - a resource for
parishes available at

The world demands
a compassionate response

to the huge problems many of
our brothers and sisters face. As

part of the Catholic family, we are
dedicated to walking in solidarity with

those in need, and being a bridge between
our wonderful community in Scotland and

those we serve overseas. We will continue to
strive to challenge injustice, and help many more

of the world’s poorest people to live life, and live it
to the full.

Alistair Dutton, Director SCIAF 

This is a summary of the
Pastoral Letter issued by
BISHOP JOSEPH TOAL,
President of SCIAF, on
behalf of Scotland’s
Bishops, to be circulated
this month 
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