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I was in Dundee at the start of September for a presentation about 
Transforming Scotland, a new piece of research into Church and 
Christian identity in Scotland. The well-respected Barna Group had 
interviewed about a thousand people and come up with some 
fascinating results. Amongst other things they found that 51% of people 
self-identify as Christians and 69% believe a church is a good thing for a 
community. In post-Christian Scotland, where only a small minority have 
a life-transforming experience of Jesus Christ or gather regularly for 
Christian worship, there is still a widespread warmth towards the church.
That leaves us with a choice. 
We could bask with quiet satisfaction in the warmth of our society’s 
appreciation – so pleased that our groups for children, young people, 

parents and toddlers and senior citizens are noticed and valued, and that our counselling services and 
debt advice centres are models of good practice.  
Or we could live with a longing not only to show people the compassion of Jesus but to lead them to the 
personal transforming power of Jesus. Jesus described his mighty works of compassion as a ‘testimony’ 
and so are ours. They reveal God’s kingdom but they also invite people to meet the King. 
The trouble is, when we share the invitation to meet the King and challenge people to re-think their beliefs 
and ambitions, there is not the same guarantee of appreciation. Whilst some people receive the message 
eagerly (a bit like seed sown on fertile ground) others can be as prickly as thorns, and we have mostly 

trained ourselves to keep away from the thorns. Only with a deep God-given passion for the transforming 
good news of Jesus will we choose to take the uncomfortable path.
Our Assembly this month is called Mind The Gap and we will be exploring what it means to bring faith to 
the foreground in our communities and on our daily frontlines. This will be my first Assembly in Scotland for 
several years; I’m looking forward to exploring more of how we can be unashamedly missional at a time 
when our work is appreciated but our message is treated with much suspicion.
My expectations are high because in my first few weeks in the role of Ministry Development Coordinator I 
have met a significant number of people from our churches, many who are ministers or in other leadership 
roles, quite a few who are considering ministry, several who are stepping out in new entrepreneurial 
experiments in mission, and it is clear that there is a widely-shared sense of urgency to make new disciples 
of Jesus. We’re not looking for appreciation, we’re after transformation. 

Appreciation or Transformation?

“Only with a deep God-given passion for the transforming good news 
of Jesus will we choose to take the uncomfortable path.”

We’re sad to say goodbye to John Greenshields, our Ministry Development 
Coordinator, who is retiring after over 40 years of ministry. John’s first charge was at 
Shettleston Baptist in 1974, before long stints at Leslie and Bridge of Don churches. 
For the last 8 years John has dedicated his efforts to coordinating the training, 
development and matching up of ministers to our Union’s congregations. It requires 
much effort and dedication: travelling the length and breadth of Scotland to 
meet with church leaders and discerning candidates’ suitability for ministry. All the 
staff at the BUS would like to thank him for the service he has given to the work of 
Christ’s church. His dry sense of humour will be sorely missed in the office. We wish 
him and his wife Rosemary all blessings as they see where God is calling them next.

Farewell to John Greenshields
Martin Hodson
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Assembly 2015

“Some imagine that the Assembly will be some crusty event full 
of papers, motions and counter-motions. But I can assure you 
that it’s about presenting and sharing ideas and examples of 

good practice for the future that will send people back to their 
respective churches inspired.” Rev. Mark Pexton, Leven Baptist

Rev. Margaret Gibbs
I worked with BMS in Nepal 
and Albania and then as 
Team Leader for Asia. Now I 
am minister of a largely black 
church in South London. I am 
speaking from Acts on the gap 
in our approach to outreach 
when society around us is 

changing fast. I hope we can see how Paul faced 
the same challenges and learn from how he 
adapted his approach as a result.

Rev. Lucy Berry
I’m a minister, living in North 
London with my big teenage 
son. I’ve been writing poetry 
since I was very young. Although 
my professional background was 
in advertising and broadcasting, 
I found myself called into 

ministry. For four years I was also Poet in Residence 
for the BBC’s Jeremy Vine show on Radio 2. I was 
poet in residence for a Baptist-run consultation on 
Christian Identity which was held in Beirut. I look 
forward to Assembly with excitement and interest - 
and hope to see what I always yearn for: opinions 
held and presented for Christ, persuasion possible, 
contention un-enjoyed.

Dr Elie Hadad
Currently I’m serving as the 
President of Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Lebanon. I’ll be sharing some 
of the lessons that we are 
learning in proclaiming Jesus 
in our multi-faith country and 

in the neighbouring hostile region. I hope to see a 
renewed vision for cultivating a vibrant witness in 
unlikely places, whether in our mostly-hostile region 
or in a mostly-secular West. In addition I’m also 
taking part in a session looking at discipleship in our 
difficult region, and perhaps some new strategies 
for our Churches as they wrestle with proclaiming 
the Gospel from the margins.

Paul Unsworth
I am the founder of Kahaila, a 
pioneer church, planted on Brick 
Lane, London in 2012. I intend 
to share the incredible story of 
Kahaila and how as a church 
they have opened a bakery that 
trains and employs vulnerable 

women, set up a safe house that rescues survivors 
of human trafficking and are mentoring and 
educating young women in a local prison. I want to 
see an outpouring of the Spirit on all people, so that 
the Churches of Scotland will grow and continue to 
reflect the glory of God.

Our annual gathering as a Baptist family takes place from October 29th-30th at Motherwell Civic Centre. 
We thought we’d ask some of the speakers to share a little about themselves, what ground they’re 
covering and what their hopes for us at Assembly will be. Here’s what they said:
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Are you a Christian player, coach or official in a 
sports club or team?
Are you keen to reach young people and children 
in your local sports communities?
Are you a church leader/worker wanting to reach 
your local world of sport?

If your answer to any, or all, of these is ‘yes’, then 
Clubhouse is a must for you!

It’s an evening for you and others from across your 
city to be equipped and encouraged to take the 
good news of Jesus to your world of sport.

The tour will stop in these cities on the following 
dates:-

Aberdeen
Friday 20th November, 7pm - 9.30pm
Hebron Evangelical Church

Dundee
Thursday 5th November, 7pm - 9.30pm
Central Baptist Church

Edinburgh
Saturday 21st November, 7pm - 9.30pm
Bellevue Chapel

Glasgow
Friday 6th November, 7.30pm - 10pm
Sandyford Henderson Memorial Church

Stirling
Wednesday 4th November, 7pm - 9.30pm
Level One, Stirling Baptist Church

A new mobile application puts the word of God 
into the rhythm of your day. Rooted, an ‘app’ 
developed by Central Church, Edinburgh, poises 
yourself to allow God to break into your increasingly 
digitised life via any device that fits in the palm of 
your hand. With increasing use of mobile and tablet 
devices to access email, social media and do 
chores, it’s a useful tool to cultivate spiritual growth 
individually and collectively in a church
Aaron Elder, 25, who is responsible for Missional 
Communities and Church Planting at Central, said: 
“We recognise that the rhythms of our lives matter 
and our unconscious lives sustain habits that shape 
us for good or for bad. Every day we brush our 
teeth, eat 3 meals, check our Facebook etc and so 
we began to ask the question: what if God shaped 
our rhythms? We also realised that although as 
a church we have a shared rhythm of gathering 
together, we didn’t have a shared rhythm of being 
with God when we were scattered. So that’s what 
Rooted is, an invitation to develop a rhythm of 
being with God, together.
“So, each day the rhythm begins by greeting 
the day that God has made. We read the same 
passage of Scripture together which is accessed 
either through a daily email or via the app. Then at 
noon we choose to stop, to allow ourselves to be 
interrupted and to say the Lord’s Prayer together. 
Although scattered, we pause together to fix our 
eyes on Jesus. Finally, at night we reflect on the day 
that’s been. We stop to answer the same questions: 
what is God saying to me today and what am I 
going to do about it? Each Friday we also share a 
weekly reflection, commentary or Bible study tool 
written by the Rooted team or a church leader.”

You can download Rooted from the Apple store or 
sign up to the daily email at https://rooted.org.uk/

Digitally Rooted

Look out for a redesigned layout in December. 
Email stories to news@scottishbaptist.org.uk or 
phone 0141 423 6169

A new look

Rory Martin
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October Prayer Link
Sunday 4th

BMS World Mission - Please pray for BMS World 
Mission, as we seek to reach out to the world’s most 
marginalised and least evangelised people. Pray 
for strength, wisdom and encouragement for BMS 
workers and partners serving in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
the Middle East and South America – that their lives 
would shine with the light of Christ and through their 
ministries many would find hope.

Motherwell, Bob Baxter - Please pray for:
1. The Ignite kids club is starting on Thursday 1st 
October for P4 to P7 children.
2.  We are looking for a community support worker 
for the church with help from the Bethany trust.
3.  The cafe will be extended from a Wednesday to 
also a Friday morning.

Mull - The small fellowship in Bunessan would 
appreciate your prayers. The numbers are greatly 
increased by visitors, who not only enjoy the 
worship, but also the fellowship meal following 
each service

Nairn, Philip Egglestone -‘Change’ seems an 
ever present characteristic of life in Nairn at the 
moment and this impacts our Church family in 
many different ways. However, we give thanks to 
God for His love, care and provision to us all day 
by day, and for allowing us to share His work in this 
place, at this time. Please pray for us that we would 
all increasingly know God in a meaningful way 
daily as we seek to believe, belong and bless others 
through the ‘ministry’ of Nairn Baptist Church.

Lerwick - We give thanks to our Father that he 
is providing for all our needs during our pastoral 
vacancy.  We are thankful, too, for the faithfulness 
of our own lay preachers and those of our sister 
Baptist Churches and other denominations who 
have brought us the spiritual food we have needed 
and the challenge of the Gospel.

Sunday 11th

European Baptist Federation - Many of the EBF 
member Unions are involved with the migration 
crisis in Europe and the Middle East.   Pray for 
Baptists in Lebanon and Jordan providing aid in 
the deteriorating conditions of the Syrian refugee 
camps.  And pray for our  churches in western 
and central Europe who are ministering to the 
spiritual and practical needs of refugees, seeking to 
‘welcome the stranger’  in the name of Christ. 

New Prestwick, Kenneth Ross - We’re thanking 
God for His provision of our Youth Worker, Craig 
Morris. Craig and his wife Carly came to us from 
Calderwood Baptist, East Kilbride. Please pray with 
us to see our own young people come to faith in 
Christ and be baptised and discipled, and for us 
as we reach into our immediate community and 
schools with the Gospel.

Newton Mearns, Brian More - Invite the Holy Spirit 
to lead and guide the new Elders in Newton 
Mearns to a place of fruitfulness in God. Ask for 
the Spirit’s wisdom for the ever growing residential, 
educational and commercial community being 
built in the vicinity of NMBC’s building. Pray too for 
God’s choice of new leaders to serve the church’s 
work and vision. Give thanks for the provision of 
God in Dave Lazonby who joined the team in 
August.

Sunday 18th

Oban, Ian Mcfarlane - We are blessed by being 
a growing congregation, which calls for some 
serious discussions regarding premises. There are 
exciting things happening along the West Coast 
through our Open Heaven gatherings for worship, 
teaching, ministry and listening to God. These are 
now happening in several places as well as Oban. 
Pray that the Spirit will move in power and lives will 
be transformed.

Paisley Central, Graeme Clark -  Please pray for the 
church as we celebrate our 25th anniversary this 
year.  It was in April 1990 that the congregations of 
George Street and Victoria Place churches came 
together to form the new church.  During the year, 
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we have held a buffet lunch and are having a 
dinner in local hotel and also a concert.  We thank 
God for his faithfulness.

Peebles, Ian Gray - Having had to leave our regular 
venue of 20+ years in June, PBC is continuing to seek 
God’s plan for our future. There are practical needs 
for a venue (which is proving remarkably difficult to 
find), but also much more significant spiritual building 
work that has to be done in God’s power. Please 
pray for wisdom, discernment, vision, unity and 
encouragement as we continue this journey.

Sunday 25th

Pollok, Harry Thomson - We give thanks to God & lift 
up the children and youth in our congregation at 
PBC. We pray for these young folk to remain humble 
examples of what we adults need to become in 
the kingdom of God. Let their conduct always be 
pure and right with reputations that shine in the 
community of Pollok. 

Sunday 1st

Rosyth, Gilmour Lilly - A number of our people are 
experiencing significant change in their lives.  Our 
resources are increasingly challenged: pray that we 
will respond creatively, adventurously and in faith.
We are currently exploring the qualities of “Healthy 
Church” .  Pray for good learning and right action.  
Pray for a hunger for real discipleship so we can all 
live out the Gospel among our neighbours.  

Sunday 8th

Rutherglen, Ken Coulter - We have been engaged 
in a process for over a year of pondering why 
we exist. The conclusion is to love God and love 
our neighbours.  We are now considering how 
we implement that vision.  As one of the small 
congregations in the Union we want to be efficiently 
effective for the Kingdom. We give thanks for the 
continued success of ARK, our out-of-school-care 
provision, the 50 plus families which are supported 

and the nine staff employed through it.
Sunday 15th
Selkirk, Brian Talbot - Please remember us before 
the Father as we look to Him to call a Children’s 
and Youth Pastor to come love and disciple Selkirk’s 
young people.

Sheddocksley, Steve Hibbard - Give thanks for 3 
years’ funding support for our Parish Nursing project. 
Pray for our now full time Youth & Community 
Development Worker who is developing healthy 
and creative schools links and has recently 
launched a Youth Diner, a Youth Worship & 
Teaching event ‘Stoked’ and Youth Alpha. We 
sense this is a time of transition and new beginnings 
so it’s an exciting time.

Sunday 22nd

Southside Christian Fellowship, Ayr, Nick Cox - 
Pray for us as:
 • we go through the process of calling 
a new youth worker - for the person of God’s 
choosing and anointing.
 • we have just launched our new ‘Connect  
Groups’ which are aiming to help us connect with 
God, others, and the wider community.
 • we seek to engage prayerfully and 
prophetically with justice issues - led by our fantastic 
Justice Group.
 • we attempt to live all of life under the 
Lordship of Christ - breaking down the barriers 
between faith, church and all-of-life.

St Andrews Baptist Church, Andrew Rollinson -
One of the highlights of the summer has been 
an experimental project reaching out to Eastern 
European migrants on one of the large Fife fruit-
farms. Please pray for guidance as we explore 
how to make this ministry more sustainable. Pray 
for three new pastoral apprentices beginning with 
us for a year, made more challenging by Andrew 
Rollinson having broken his leg and having to 
rest.   The church is united and in good heart but 
we need wisdom, energy and creative leadership 
in reaching this town and beyond, alongside 
the other churches. Pray for the follow-up to a 
weekend mission with Dick Dowsett.

November
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Sunday 29th

St Mary’s Community Church, Richard Toller -
We’re seeing a few new people at church and 
enquiring about the faith, children too, adding 
a new vigour to the life of the church and a 
challenge for a small congregation to meet their 
spiritual needs. We’re looking at how we can 
revitalise our midweek meetings and prayer life. 
We’re working with Dundee Council to develop a 
community garden in the church grounds.

Stenhouse, George Cruickshank - The Stenhouse 
congregation has adapted well to our new building 
entered by lift/broad stairway, and begun good 
relationship with local shops. We are probing the 
possibilities of reaching the local students, and 
meeting soon to discuss the Christmas programme.

John Greenshields:

Two important conferences are planned for early 
October - a day retreat with the pre-accredited 
ministers, and the first day conference for ministers 
and spouses facing retirement.  Please pray for 
those who are looking for settlement - either people 
accepted by the Board of Ministry or ministers 
currently out of pastorate. This can be a difficult 
time for them, and your prayers would be a great 
encouragement Apart from prayer for these, my 
main theme this month, as I prepare for retirement 
myself, is thanksgiving and gratitude to God for his 
goodness and faithfulness through many years of 
ministry, and for the appointment of such a good 
successor in Martin Hodson. Thanks too to all who 
have prayed for me over these years. To God be 
the glory!

Jim Purves:

October begins with visits to Lerwick in Shetland 
and, separately, the North East of Scotland, going 
on with a number of strategic reviews with some of 
our church leadership teams; consultative planning 
in new mission initiatives, in liaison with journals and 
academic institutions, including our SBC; visiting 

with pastors and preparations for an exciting 
Assembly. 

Martin Hodson:

I’m giving thanks to God for the life, enthusiasm and 
passion for discipleship that I’m seeing in churches 
and leaders around our Baptist network. I’d value 
your prayer as I invest time with ministers around the 
country and particularly as John Greenshields and I 
lead the spiritual retreat for pre-accredited ministers 
on 1 October.

Jacqueline Primrose:

October is a busy month for us all.  Please give 
thanks for all the preparation and prayer laying 
the groundwork for Assembly.  Please pray that we 
will truly know God with us as we meet together.  
Please pray that Alan and I will continue building 
good relationships as we attend the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain Council and that we will listen and 
contribute well to the discussions held there.

Alan Donaldson:

This is the most exciting time of the year for me 
as we approach our Assembly and have the 
opportunity to gather together for encouragement 
and support of one another. This month we are 
working to a tight schedule to deliver a new 
website and communications program which will 
be launched at the Assembly. I will be hosting a 
refugee summit, which will explore how Scottish 
Baptist Churches are responding to the European 
crisis and will also participate in the Resource 
Grant Group meeting which will release more 
funds to some of our churches. I will be preaching 
in Tillicoultry, Alva and South Leith as well as at 
the 200th anniversary of Lochgilphead and the 
250th anniversary of Bristo Baptist Churches. 
Representational responsibilities will take me to 
the BMS and BUGB councils and to the Centenary 
celebration of the Elim church in Scotland and the 
150th celebration of the Salvation Army.

National Team
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National Team: Partick Baptist closed on Sunday 30th 
August 2015. We will be consulting our Glasgow churches 
regarding what we should do with the premises.
There is a new format for the appointment of Council 
members. We have four nominations currently for the 16 
places available. We are also looking for new Trustees 
but have had no nominations.
The Scottish Baptist Ministry handbook is now on our 
website. 
Sports Day 2015 was well supported. Sports Day will be 
held on 4th June 2016 at Stirling University. Step Out has 
been a great success.

Retirement Property: The Retirement Property report was 
presented to Council detailing a summary of the history 
of the scheme as well as a set of proposals. The following 
was agreed:
1)  That Council formally recognises that the Retirement 
Property Scheme has closed to all new applicants. 
2) That Council accepts the re-designation of the 
retirement property fund from a restricted to designated 
fund. 
3) That Council instructs the Core Leaders to support 
existing tenants, by maintaining the quality of the 
properties until such time as the tenants no longer need 
them. 
4) That Council instructs the Core Leaders to continue 
the policy of annual modest increases to rent. 
5) That Council instructs the Core Leaders to formally 
announce the closure of the scheme and to 
communicate with those known to them who are 
intending to leave property to the scheme in their will. 

Law Agent and Auditors: Alan Holloway from Holloway 
Martin LLP was re-appointed as our Law Agent for the 
coming year. 
Innes & Partners were re-appointed as our Auditors for 
the coming year. 

Finance: The finance report was presented to Council 
with the note that the Budget and Per Capita will be 
agreed at the next Council meeting in March. The BUS 
accounts for the year ended 31 March 2015 have been 
prepared, audited, and accepted by the Trustees on 20 
August 2015.
Church contributions to SBF were nearly 97% of budget 
and Peter thanked all the churches in our Union who 
have supported us so well. 
Grants have been awarded to Glenrothes, Queen’s Park 
and Erskine.
The National Team have rewritten the Resource Grant 
rules for clarity. None of the rules of the scheme have 
changed from what Assembly agreed two years ago, 
they have simply been re-organised to provide clearer 
guidance to applicants regarding funding categories.
           
BMS World Mission: Alastair Clunie, the Church Relations 
Manager for BMS World Mission reminded Council of 
‘The Highest Goal’ of BMS to bring people to faith in our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and an experience of the 
abundant life in Christ. BMS World Mission has six ministry 
areas: church, development education, health, justice 
and leadership. They work in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 
America and the Middle East/North Africa. BMS World 
Mission have a strategic priority to reach the poorest and 
most marginalised people. 

Assembly: The Assembly theme is Mind the Gap and will 
be looking at the gap between our social action projects 
and presenting the gospel. The 2016 Assembly will be 
held in the Rothes Halls in Glenrothes.

Board of Ministry: John is grateful for the privilege of 
serving our churches as Ministry Development Co-
ordinator over the past 8 years. A series of successful 
Ministry workshops were held in June with 50 ministers 
attending one or more workshops over the 3 days. Next 
year there will be 14 people going through the Board 

process. Stephen Hibbard is stepping down as Chair of 
the Board after 9 years total service. 
9 people were appointed to the Board for a term of 3 
years.

College Report: The College has 11 ministerial students 
out of 41 students in total. The college is considering how 
to provide training for ministry for the future and how 
to build in flexibility to the courses. Governance of the 
college is being revised and the new structure will go to 
the AGM in October. The college committee will cease 
to exist and the college will be accountable directly to 
the churches. 
College are rethinking how to finance themselves. The 
college are in discussions with the government regarding 
some public funding for the courses to help alleviate the 
burden on students attending SBC. Graham Meiklejohn 
has joined the staff team as a part-time lecturer and 
communications assistant. Alan Donaldson represents 
our Union on the board of governors for the college. One 
third of the course fees for ministerial students are paid 
by our Union. 

Mission Development Coordinator Post: March Council 
gave the National Team permission to reflect on this post, 
in discussion with BMS World Mission, as we seek a way 
forward. The National Team has considered a variety of 
possibilities for this post with a number of remit changes 
being considered. 
The National Team would like to take time to re-evaluate 
how we support mission at the national level. The money 
for the post will be kept in the budget for the next 
financial year and will be used creatively for mission, 
particularly for our aim to evangelise the poorest and 
most marginalised in Scotland. We will be working with 
Mike Pears from Urban Life, and are also looking to work 
with an Eden team as well as mission workers from the 
International Mission Board. 
It was noted that with regard to supporting and 
highlighting the work of BMS, the National Team will share 
some BMS stories while preaching, BMS will be featured 
in our website and BMS will also still have a key role in our 
Assembly.
Council were happy that the National Team continue 
along this line for the next year and will revisit the mission 
post in due course. 

Joint Church Partnerships: Currently, we only give grants 
to our Baptist churches. Should we give a grant to a 
church applying for funding for, say, a youth worker 
or community worker where there is a ‘joint-church 
partnership’? The clear answer was Yes if the project 
fulfils the grant criteria and there is a good accountability 
structure in place.
Interfaith projects were also discussed but, as this is a 
complex issue, no conclusion was drawn.

Refugee Crisis response: The Council discussed the issue 
of the refugee crisis. The EBF Council this year will have 
a significant role with regard to highlighting the refugee 
crisis and putting in place resolutions for Baptist Unions 
across Europe. 
It was suggested that the Assembly offering will go to 
Refugee relief and a meeting convened to gather 
together churches currently working with refugees and 
asylum seekers so that they can share together how they 
are helping people in this situation as individuals and as 
church communities.

Churches celebrating their 375th Anniversaries:
The 1640 group are 9 Baptist churches that celebrate 
their 375th anniversary since they were founded in 1640. 
These are some of the earliest Baptist churches in the 
UK. Together these churches are gathering in Bristol at 
Broadmead for a shared anniversary service on the 19th 
September.
Alan Donaldson will send a letter of congratulations from 
our Union to the churches for their shared anniversary 
service.
All the Council Reports were accepted for Assembly.
Date of next Meeting: 15th & 16th March 2016

Council Digest - 2nd to 3rd September 2015


