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L’Arche – Jean Vanier awarded Templeton 

Prize 
Templeton Prize-Paul Hackett 

 

 
 

Jean Vanier, the French-Canadian Catholic who founded 

the L’Arche network of international communities that 

brings together people with and without learning 

disabilities to live and work with each other, received the 

Templeton Prize in London.  Jean Vanier, 86, was given 

the prize at a ceremony in the church of St Martin-in-the-

Fields. 

 

Rev Fiona Smith, a Church of Scotland minister who 

works with L’Arche, Inverness, attended the ceremony.  

She said “The Templeton Prize ceremony and Jean 

Vanier’s acceptance speech was breath taking in its 

inspiration and love.  All that he said applies to us in the 

church and he also made some excellent comments 

about ecumenism too.”  Ms Smith is on the Church 

Leaders Reflection Group for L’Arche in Scotland which 

meets twice a year – it is a meeting of representatives 

from L’Arche and clergy from the Roman Catholic 

Church, the Scottish Episcopal Church and the Church of 

Scotland. 

  

The Templeton Prize is awarded to individuals who have 

made exceptional contributions to affirming life’s spiritual 

dimension, whether through insight, discovery, or 

practical works. Jean Vanier has said that he would give 

the money to L’Arche to help their communities in the 

Third World. 

 

Jean Vanier founded L’Arche in 1964. He encourages and 

nurtures dialogue and unity among Christians, Hindus, 

Jews, Muslims and other faiths through lectures, 

conferences and retreats around the world.  L’Arche has 

grown to 147 communities in 35 countries around the 

world. In Scotland, there are two communities, one in 

Edinburgh the other in Inverness, which celebrated their 

40th anniversary this year. 

 

Jean Vanier addressed the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland in 2000. 

 

New Director of the WCC’s Faith and Order 

Commission 

Rev Dr Odair Pedroso 

Mateus, professor of 

ecumenical theology at the 

Ecumenical Institute in 

Bossey, Switzerland and 

acting Director of the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) 

Commission on Faith and 

Order, has been confirmed 

as the new Faith and Order 

Director.  He was appointed by the executive committee 

of the WCC at their meeting which had been held in 

Armenia from 8-12 June. 

 

The Faith and Order Commission provides a forum for 

ecumenical dialogue on theological matters of unity,  

particularly on aspects of ecclesiology.  Its membership 

extends beyond that of the WCC, including 

representatives of the Roman Catholic Church.  

 

A pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church of 

Brazil, Odair Mateus has worked for the World Alliance 

of Reformed Churches where he ran its bilateral 

ecumenical dialogues and edited its quarterly journal. He 

has served both the Faith and Order secretariat in 

Geneva and the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey since 

2007.  

http://www.larche.org.uk/
http://www.templetonprize.org/
http://www.larche.org.uk/sites/inverness


World Communion of Reformed Churches – 

General Council 2017 

After reviewing dates, venues and costs for the next 

General Council, the executive agreed to change its 

location and timing.  It will now be held in Leipzig, 

Germany from 27 June – 7 July 2017.   

 

Kirchentag 2017 

Germany’s biggest Protestant convention, the Kirchentag, 

ended in Stuttgart with an open-air service and an 

invitation to the next gathering in 2017, a year that marks 

500 years since the Reformation associated with Martin 

Luther. 

 

The Stuttgart Kirchentag brought almost 100,000 people 

to the southwest German city from 3 to 7 June. 

The Kirchentag meets every two years in a different 

German city, gathering tens of thousands of participants, 

including personalities from political, economic and 

national life. 

 

The 2017 Kirchentag will take place in Berlin from 24 to 

27 May 2017.  Alongside the main gathering there will 

also be a number of smaller “Kirchentage on the way” in 

several towns and cities associated with the life and work 

of Luther.  The events will culminate in a vast open-air 

service on 28 May 2017 in Wittenberg, the place where 

Luther nailed his 95 Theses, thus sparking the chain of 

events that led to the Reformation. 

 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland – 

free ebooks 

Two ebooks are available to download from CTBI’s 

website.   

 “We Will Remember” by Keith Clements.  

Timed to coincide with the commemoration of 

the centenary of World War I, this publication by 

Keith Clements looks at how the churches in 

Britain responded to the First World War. fter 

reviewing dates,  

 “Out of the Depths”.  This title from the Joint 

Liturgical Group of Great Britain explores how 

the churches respond to occasions of public grief. 

 

Action of Churches Together in Scotland  

Plans for an ecumenical service are underway to mark the 

25th anniversary of ACTS. A planning group has been set 

up to organise the service.  More details to follow.  

http://www.acts-scotland.org/ 

 

EMU Partnership  

The EMU Partnership (Scottish Episcopal, Methodist and 

United Reformed Churches) is to be reviewed by Action 

of Churches Together in Scotland.  A partnership 

agreement was signed in January 2010 at St Ninian’s SEC 

Cathedral in Perth by Rev Lily Twist (Chair of the 

Methodist Church, Scotland District), Rev John 

Humphreys (Synod Moderator, URC National Synod of 

Scotland) and the Most Rev David Chillingworth (Primus 

of the SEC). 

 

The agreement set out areas to explore and 

opportunities to develop in sharing mission and ministry 

by forging stronger ties between the three Churches. 

 

The EMU Partnership seeks to widen ecumenical 

engagement within the Partnership and with other 

denominations, wherever possible.  It has been agreed 

that progress in the partnership be formally reviewed on 

a five-yearly basis from the date of signature. 

 

Already, the three denominations work closely together 

on learning and development opportunities. 

 

New Secretary General for the Church of 

England  

Mr William Nye, 49, has been selected to be the next 

Secretary General of the General Synod of the Church of 

England.  He will succeed William Fittall who retires at 

the end of November 2015.  Mr Nye was chosen from 

over 30 candidates.   

 

Mr Wye has over 25 years’ experience of the Civil 

Service and Whitehall.  He has worked in National 

Security at the Cabinet Office, Diplomacy, Intelligence 

and Defence at HM Treasury and Arts at the Department 

of Culture, Media and Sport.  Latterly, he worked as 

Principal Private Secretary to Their Royal Highnesses  

The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall.   

 

Radio Alba  

Radioalba.org is sponsored by Glasgow 

Churches Together and by the music 

committee of the Archdiocese of 

Glasgow.  It is an internet-based 

ecumenical radio outlet.  It aims to provide an outlet for 

prayer, for reflection, and for faith generated creativity. 

 

This newsletter has been sent to you by the Ecumenical 

Relations Committee on behalf of the Church of Scotland. If 

you believe that you have received this communication in 

error, no longer wish to receive this newsletter from us or 

would like your details removed from our system completely, 

please contact rmilne@cofscotland.org.uk.  

www.churchofscotland.org.uk 

https://www.kirchentag.de/english.html
https://ctbi.org.uk/paid-publications/
https://ctbi.org.uk/paid-publications/
http://www.acts-scotland.org/
http://radioalba.org/#play-radio-alba
mailto:rmilne@cofscotland.org.uk
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

