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Andrew Morton 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of 

Rev Dr Andrew Morton on 7 January.  In 1981, Andrew 

took up the position of Secretary to the Inter Church 

Relations Committee which was in the process of 

merging with the Overseas Council to become the Board 

of World Mission and Unity.  In time, he became deputy 

General Secretary of the Board and had specific 

responsibility for the UK & Eire Committee and the 

Europe Committee.  To the task he brought his early 

experience working for the Scottish Christian Movement 

in Glasgow, to be followed by parish ministry in the then 

new town of East Kilbride, university chaplaincy and 

Secretary for Social Responsibility in the British Council 

of Churches.  Andrew was a passionate and committed 

ecumenist.  He had a natural curiosity to understand the 

other, questioning and probing to reach deeper levels of 

understanding.  The intellectual pursuit of greater clarity 

in understanding the Christian faith was all about how to 

be more faithful in living.  In addition to his keen mind, he 

had a wonderful sense of the ridiculous.  Wherever 

Andrew was there was sure to be laughter.   

 

Following his official ‘retirement’, Andrew worked on in a 

voluntary capacity as Secretary to the Church & Nation 

Committee before giving many years of service to the 

Centre for Theology and Public Issues at New College, 

Edinburgh – both spheres in which working ecumenically 

is critical.  And he did not stop caring about the 

ecumenical landscape in Scotland.  As times changed, he 

was instrumental in feeding in thoughts to an on-going 

discussion, not least around the relationship between 

what has been called ‘institutional’ and ‘participative 

ecumenism’.  Ecumenism was too important to be left to 

the churches on their own!  

 

His wise counsel and infectious enthusiasm will be sorely 

missed but, for all who knew Andrew, much gratitude 

remains and the knowledge that he had a part in shaping 

the people we have become.  

 

World Day of Prayer - 

Scotland 

The date of the World Day of Prayer 

is Friday, 4 March 2016.  The service 

comes from Cuba and the theme is: 

"Receive children, receive me".  This 

year, the World Day of Prayer Service 

has been prepared by the Christian 

women of Cuba.  Further information 

and downloads are available on the 

WDP Scottish Committee website: 

http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk/ 

 

Racial Justice Sunday – 

change of date 

Racial Justice Sunday is to move from 

the second Sunday in September to 

the second Sunday of February. This is 

because Education Sunday (in England 

and Wales) is moving to the second Sunday in 

September. This means that the next Racial Justice 

Sunday will be marked on 12 February 2017.   

 

Joint Commission on Doctrine 

Papers from the conference held in December 2015 by 

the Joint Commission on Doctrine (Roman Catholic  

Church/Church of Scotland) are to be published in the 

February edition of One in Christ: 

http://www.oneinchrist.org.uk/ 

 

Columba Declaration 

The joint report by the Church of England/Church of 

Scotland entitled Growth in Communion, Partnership in 

Mission was received by the General Synod of the Church 

of England on 16 February and the Columba Declaration 

within the report approved by 243 votes to 50.  There 

were 49 abstentions. The report and Declaration will 

now be brought to the General Assembly of the Church 

of Scotland in May for approval.   

 

Global Anglican-Reformed Dialogue 

The International Reformed-Anglican Dialogue between 

the World Communion of Reformed Churches and the 
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Anglican Communion met for its historic inaugural 

meeting in Kochi, in the State of Kerala, India, from 26-31 

October 2015. The Co-Chairs are The Rev Elizabeth 

Welch (Reformed) and The Most Rev David 

Chillingworth (Anglican). 

 

This was the first time that the Anglican and Reformed 

Communions have met in a formal dialogue at the global 

level since 1984, when the dialogue finalized its 

agreement statement, God's Reign and our Unity. 

Following an exploratory meeting in 2011, there has been 

fresh energy and enthusiasm for a new round of dialogue 

between the two Communions. The dialogue has been 

mandated to study the nature of communion (koinonia). 

Rev Prof Iain Torrance of the Church of Scotland is a 

member of the Reformed team.  To find out more about 

the dialogue, visit:  http://wcrc.ch/news/deepening-

communion-is-goal-of-anglican-reformed-dialogue 

 

World Council of Churches: Mission & 

Liturgy Seminar 

The consultation on spirituality, worship and mission: 

searching for ecumenical spirituality of the pilgrimage of 

justice and peace is to be held in September 2016 at the 

Conforti Institute, Coatbridge, Scotland.  The results of 

the consultation are aimed to be academic but would also 

be applicable to local churches.  Results will also be 

shared online.  The Church of Scotland is to host the 

seminar.  It is hoped that the group will be able to visit 

priority area churches in Glasgow.  It is also hoped to 

hold an evening reception to allow participants to meet 

with church leaders. 

 

World Communion of Reformed Churches 

Executive Committee to meet in Cuba 

The Executive Committee of the WCRC is to meet in 

Havana, Cuba from 6-14 May 2016.  Rev Sandy 

Horsburgh, a member of the Ecumenical Relations 

Committee of the Church of Scotland, has been asked to 

attend as minute secretary.  Sandy is Secretary of the 

European Area Council of the WCRC.  

 

WCRC General Council 2017 

The General Council of the World Communion of 

Reformed Churches is to take place in Leipzig, Germany 

from 27 June to 7 July 2017.  The theme of the gathering 

is “Living God, renew and transform us.” The council will 

deal with issues of justice, church unity and world 

renewal. More than a thousand delegates, observers, 

members of staff and invited guests from 108 countries 

will meet for the council. The 2017 General Council will 

be the largest event organized in Germany by an 

international church organization. 

 

Mapping Migration 

A revised and updated edition of the joint study Mapping 

Migration: Mapping Churches’ Responses in Europe has been 

published by the Churches’ Commission for Migrants in 

Europe and the World Council of Churches.  It is 

available to download from the CCME website: 

http://www.ccme.be/downloads/publications/ 

 

Reformation Song Contest 

In connection with the anniversary of the Reformation in 

2017, the Community of Protestant Churches in Europe 

is to hold a celebratory service of worship in the main 

church of the Lutheran town of Wittenberg on 19 March 

2017.  The service is to include the premiere 

performance of the winning reformation songs from the 

CPCE Song Contest.  The songs can be accessed online 

at:  www.leuenberg.eu/de/reformationslieder-wettbewerb 

 

Pope Francis to attend ecumenical service 

Pope Francis is to visit Sweden in October 2016 to 

participate in an ecumenical service and the beginning of a 

year of activities to mark the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation. 

Leaders from the Catholic Church and the Lutheran 

World Federation had already been set to meet 31 

October 2016, for the ecumenical celebration in Lund, 

Sweden, where the LWF was founded in 1947. 

Pope Francis “intends to participate” in the joint 

ceremony to commemorate next year’s anniversary, the 

Vatican press office said in a written communique. Pope 

Francis will lead the ecumenical commemoration in Lund 

alongside Bishop Munib Younan, President of the 

Lutheran World Federation, and Rev Martin Junge, 

General Secretary of the Federation. 

“The event will include a common worship based on the 

recently published Catholic-Lutheran ‘Common Prayer’ 

liturgical guide,” and will highlight ecumenical 

developments between Catholics and Lutherans over the 

past 50 years. 

https://cnstopstories.com/2016/01/25/pope-plans-to-visit-

sweden-to-commemorate-reformation-anniversary/ 

 

This newsletter has been sent to you by the Ecumenical 

Relations Committee on behalf of the Church of Scotland. If 

you believe that you have received this communication in 

error, no longer wish to receive this newsletter from us or 

would like your details removed from our system completely, 

please contact:   rmilne@churchofscotland.org.uk.  
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