
BETTER 
TOGETHER:
Murdo Fraser MSP
Mid-Scotland and Fife Regional MSP 
- Conservative Party

 1.  Great Britain is a country founded on 
Christian (speci� cally Protestant) heritage. 
Over the centuries we have been a beacon to 
the world in defending religious freedom.

2.  There is no guarantee that a new Scottish 
constitution would protect the role of 
faith groups. The Scottish Secular Society 
are backing a ‘YES’ vote as a route to a more 
secular Scotland.

3.  Scottish businesses sell 65% of their goods 
to Britain compared to 35% to the rest of 
the world. Any threat to this relationship 
and the movement of goods and people is a 
threat to thousands of jobs in Scotland. 

4.  We have a strong Scottish Parliament 
standing up for our interests. But we are also 
represented on the world stage as part of a 
much larger country. 

5.  Devolution isn’t complete. The Conservatives, 
Labour and the Lib Dems are all agreed on 
the need for further powers for the Scottish 
Parliament. 

6.  With Scotland’s population ageing faster than 
the rest of the UK, the best way of ensuring our 
pensioners are supported is by spreading those 
increasing costs across the UK. 

7.  The UK pound is one of the oldest, strongest 
and most successful currencies in the world. 
The only way to guarantee we keep using it is 
by staying part of the UK. 

8.  The UK is the second largest foreign aid 
donor in the world; using our resources to 
help the poorest, and spread our belief in 
freedom, democracy and human rights across 
the globe.
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YES:
Dave Thompson MSP
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP 
- Scottish National Party
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1.  A vote for self-governance gives Scottish 
Christians the best platform upon which to 
work collaboratively with others to build 
a more socially just society at home and 
abroad.

2.  Independence for Scotland will almost 
certainly kick-start a decentralisation of 
power and wealth across the British Isles. 

3.  As for relations between Church and state, 
the situation post-independence will be 
exactly the same as it is now. The Church of 
Scotland will continue as the national church. 

4.  By virtue of relative numerical strength and 
geographic proximity, Scotland’s Christians 
will have greater hope of in� uencing a 
Scottish government than 
an administration based in London.    

5.  It is imperative that anybody seeking to 
propose a new constitutional settlement 
for Scotland engages in a serious and 
respectful way with our churches. 

6.  The case for independence [is] the best path 
towards social justice: “I do not believe the UK 
as it stands is capable of making the journey of 
reform it so badly needs to make.” (Rev Doug 
Gay of Glasgow University) 

7.  The UK “cannot make the cultural journey 
of properly recognising and respecting, 
Scottish, Welsh and Irish cultures.” 

8.  The UK “cannot make the political journey 
of creating a fair voting system… ridding 
us of the absurdity of the 780 member 
unelected House of Lords and Bishops”.


