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REFUGEE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 
 
As a baby, Jesus himself became a refugee in Egypt: 
 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 
said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod 
is going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during 
the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
(Matthew 2:13-15) 
 
The Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME) and other church-related 
agencies such as Christian Aid and SCIAF are playing vital roles in supporting refugees from 
Syria and elsewhere. Please pray for and support this urgent work. 
 
 
 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 
Information from Third Force Network on helping refugees 
 

http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/lists/refugee-crisis-what-you-can-do-in-scotland-to-help 
 
Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME) 
 

http://www.ccme.be 
 
Christian Aid 
 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/areas-of-concern/refugee-crisis.aspx 
 
SCIAF – Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund 
 

http://www.sciaf.org.uk 
 
Scottish Refugee Council 
 

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
 
Statement from faith leaders 
 

http://tinyurl.com/olo9uv6 
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POINTS FOR PRAYER 
 

• Pray for those who have and are fleeing their homes into an uncertain future. 
• Pray for Christian Aid partners working in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. 
• Pray for Christian Aid’s ACT Alliance partners working in Greece, Hungary and 

Serbia. 
• Pray for those in authority to make wise, cooperative and compassionate decisions. 
• Pray for change and a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Syria. 

 
Prayers: 
 
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25, 37-41) 
 
God of all, where are your children? 
Let us see God’s children, who are far from home, 
adrift in an open, overcrowded boat, 
with no compass, no crew, no safety. 
 
God of all, why is there crying? 
Let us hear the cries of refugees and respond with love 
to those whose escape from danger 
leads only to a journey into danger. 
 
God of all, who is praying? 
Let us pray for the young lives being lost, 
for the families who are broken apart, 
asking for comfort and for justice. 
 
God of all, who is answering? 
Let us see that you are in the boat, 
alongside the members of your family. 
May we, who bear your name, 
answer with compassion for you. Amen. 
 
Merciful God, 
We pray for all whose desperation leads them to the sea, 
to undertake perilous voyages, 
often following dangerous land journeys 
-those escaping brutal wars 
-those fleeing religious persecution 
-those escaping climate disasters and economic ruin 
-those looking for hope in a hopeless situation. 
May we look beyond our own fears and concerns 
to the needs of those who have nothing, 
risk everything 
and depend on the kindness of strangers. 
May our hearts be opened, 
our leaders be challenged 
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and our self-interest be called out, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
‘Deal with each other justly, do not oppress the refugee, the fatherless or the widow, and do 
not shed innocent blood. Journey in all the ways I command you, that all may go well with 
you.’ (Jeremiah 7:6-7) 
 
Lord of the journey, 
We ask for your protection on all who have fled their homes. 
Give them strength on their journeys and grant that they may 
find places of compassion at which to rest. 
Ease their fear as they throw in their lot with strangers 
And keep alive their vision of finding a secure and welcoming home. Amen. 
 
(Prayers from Christian Aid) 
 
 
 
 

ACTION OF CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SCOTLAND (ACTS) 
 
ACTS is Scotland’s national ecumenical instrument. It is a joint initiative of the Church of 
Scotland, Congregational Federation, Methodist Church, Religious Society of Friends, 
Roman Catholic Church, Salvation Army, Scottish Episcopal Church, United Free Church of 
Scotland and United Reformed Church.  
 
ACTS aims to bring Christians of different traditions in Scotland closer to one another in their 
shared faith in Jesus Christ by meeting, praying, learning, reflecting and acting together on 
matters of common concern. 
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