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Seafarers’ 

Christmas 

Parcel Event 

For the last three 

years, Leith 

Churches 

Together have 

organised 450-500 

Christmas parcels 

for seafarers 

around the world who are in Scotland at Christmas. 

With joint funding from three organisations 

(Apostleship of the Sea, Sailors’ Society and Mission to 

Seafarers Scotland) they pack bags for the seafarers 

with small items and include a special Christmas card 

designed by a Leith schoolchild, which passers-by are 

asked to sign. The bags are taken onto the ships by the 

port chaplains just before Christmas. Their 2014 Parcel 

Wrap was held on 14 and15 November. 

The 2014 Christmas card was designed by Sandy 

Watkins (aged 8) of Trinity Primary School in Leith.   

http://leithchurchestogether.org.uk/ 

 

Aberdeen 

A carol service and Christmas tree switch on, was held 

on 27 November at 7 pm in Castlegate, Aberdeen.  

Prior to the lighting of the tree a 30 minute service was 

held led by Aberdeen's Regional Ecumenical 

Team involving the Salvation Army  Band, carols, 

readings and prayers.  Following the service, 

Aberdeen’s Lord Provost and the Deputy Mayor of 

Stavanger turned on the lights of the magnificent 35-

foot spruce donated by Aberdeen’s twin city, Stavanger 

in Norway. 

 

Perth Action of Churches Together (PACT) 

The PACT Carol Service is to be held on Friday, 12 

December in St Leonard’s in the Field at 7 pm.  It is a 

family friendly service, in the form of a Christingle.  All 

are welcome. 

 

 

Glasgow Churches Together 

Fr David Wallace was elected 

chair of Glasgow Churches 

Together at its annual general 

meeting on 17 November. 

 

Fr Wallace said: “It’s exciting to 

be moving forward to broaden Glasgow Churches 

Together’s connections with local churches together 

groups and the many Christian organisations working in 

the city.” 

 

Ordained in June 1999, Fr Wallace was assistant priest 

at St Patrick’s Dumbarton before moving to Christ the 

King Parish in King’s Park. He was appointed principal 

youth chaplain for the Archdiocese of Glasgow in  

August 2006, and is now parish priest at St 

Bartholomew’s, Castlemilk.  Fr Wallace succeeds 

Methodist minister, Rev Alan Anderson.   

http://glasgowchurches.org.uk/category/events/ 

 

Action of Churches Together in Scotland - 

Ecumenical Development Group 

The Ecumenical Development Group (formerly 

National Sponsoring Body for local ecumenical 

partnerships) held its first meeting on 2 October 2014.   

At that meeting the EDG agreed its remit: 

 To support and review current local 

ecumenical partnerships. 

 To develop  re-engagement with local 

situations through regional road shows  

leading to a national gathering in 2015 

 

A review which would take place in late 2015  will 

create a three-year rolling strategic plan for further 

work.  The group is to meet four times per annum.  

Member churches of ACTS have been invited to 

nominate an appropriate person with ecumenical 

experience.  Ecumenical/denominational officers will 

attend in an advisory capacity.  

 

http://leithchurchestogether.org.uk/
http://glasgowchurches.org.uk/category/events/


Dumfries Christian Network 

The website of DCN provides contact details for 

churches/fellowships within Dumfries and the 

immediate periphery who, although from different 

traditions, try to work together and to share their faith 

together.  Each church offers a warm welcome to 

visitors, whatever their beliefs, to share in worship and 

fellowship.   

 

Although each of the churches organises different 

services, events and celebrations throughout the year, 

some of which are open to all, a number of services, 

events and celebrations are organised jointly e.g. during 

Christmas and Holy Week. 

http://dumfrieschurches.org.uk/ 

 

Hamilton Churches 

All the Churches in Hamilton co-operate on a number 

of projects.  Hamilton Churches Together finances 

and runs a Drop-in Centre, which provides advice and 

practical support to any in need.  The Churches also 

finance the Jubilee Key Scheme.  This is a guarantee 

scheme for people who are settling into private rented 

accommodation, and who may not be able to afford 

the initial deposit required by landlords. 

 

The clergy of all the Churches meet on a monthly basis 

from September until June. These meetings give the 

opportunity to share in prayer and worship, to discuss 

matters of mutual concern, to plan joint services and 

events, and simply to meet in fellowship and provide 

mutual support. 

 

Church of Scotland, Lux Mundi Ecumenical 

Centre, Fuengirola 

The Church of Scotland is invited to participate in 

various ecumenical events throughout the church year. 

At Christmas time the Christingle service has become 

an annual event in the town and is held in a different 

church each year. 

 

At the end of January, the week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity is celebrated by services held in various churches 

in the town and reaches its climax with a service in 

Malaga Cathedral hosted by the Bishop of Malaga, in 

which clergy, representing around 15 religious 

denominations and nationalities in the area, take part. 

http://www.churchofscotlandcostadelsol.eu/events.php 

 

Kirkintilloch 

An “In Praise at Advent" was held with the Concordia 

Ecumenical Choir in St David's Memorial Park 

Church, Kirkintilloch on Sunday, 30 November.  A 

further event was held in the Carmelite Monastery, 

Waterside, Kirkintilloch on Monday, 1 December . 

Consideration is being given to Ecumenical 

Interface, where individuals share in worship and 

prayer in denominations other than their own on a 

regular basis.  A previous initiative in Fife had been very 

successful. 

 

Songs of Praise Event - Glenrothes 

There was a special Songs of Praise Service in 

Glenrothes on Saturday, 6 September in St Columba’s 

Church, Glenrothes. “Special” since the Glenrothes 

churches welcomed the Böblingen Ecumenical 

Group from Germany. The Service was also open to 

the public in the Glenrothes area. Two candles were lit 

in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the start of 

World War 1.  The Service was led by the St 

Columba’s minister, Rev Alan Kimmitt, and by Rev 

Friederike Strauss from Böblingen. Hymns were 

selected by members of the Böblingen group and by 

members of the various Glenrothes area churches, 

with introductions before each one. The themes of 

these hymns and prayers were Friendship, Partnership, 

Togetherness and Faith. 

 

Churches Together in Selkirk and the Valleys 

Churches Together in Selkirk and the Valleys (formerly 

Selkirk Council of Churches) meets roughly four times 

per year to coordinate the activities of the seven 

congregations in and around Selkirk.   

http://dbethune.com/selkirkchurches/ 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh 

The Cathedral believes in the importance of Christians 

working together as witnesses to God’s love for the 

world.  They have good relationships with their 

neighbouring Church of Scotland and Roman Catholic 

churches, and are involved in regular ecumenical and 

churches together events, such as joint services with 

one or more local congregations in the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity, on the World Day of Prayer and 

on Easter morning.  Each year during Lent, members of 

St Mary’s join with folk from different City centre 

congregations to take part in ecumenical study groups.   

http://www.cathedral.net/about/cathedral-life/ 

 

This newsletter has been sent to you by the Ecumenical 

Relations Committee on behalf of the Church of Scotland. 

If you believe that you have received this communication in 

error, no longer wish to receive this newsletter from us or 

would like your details removed from our system 

completely, please contact rmilne@cofscotland.org.uk 

www.churchofscotland.org.uk 
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